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I think this matter should receive the
consideration of the Government in the
near future. I understand that a blue-
print has been drawn up by the Public
Works Department for such a scheme to
be implemented, and I trust, in view of
the situation that confronts the Govern-
ment today, it will see fit to divert its
attention in that direction with a view to
making the scheme a reality.

The other matter to which I wish to
refer relates to the supply of milk to the
metropolitan area from the Albany, Den-
mark, and Mt. Barker areas. As members
know, I have asked questions on this
point, and it is a matter of concern that
the 67 producers in the south coast region
to which I have just referred are still
denied the right to supply milk to the
metropolitan area., While we have a
surplus in the treatment plant at Albany
.of over 55,000 gallons of milk, it is ironical
to find that new areas in the south-west
part of the State are bheing brought in to
supply the metropolitan area with milk.
I refer particularly to Capel where 42 more
producers have been included and on the
1st February next year I would venture to
suggest that approximately 40 more pro-
ducers in the Busselton area will be
included.

These suppliers, along with other licensed
producers from those areas, will be able to
supply milk to the metropolitan area. We
in the Albany district have from time to
time made representations to the Milk
Board for the opportunity to supply milk
to the metropolitan area, in company with
the producers in the south-west areas of
the State, but our requests have been re-
fused, and there is a great deal of resent-
ment about it in the Albany district.

I think it is high time we looked at our
Milk Act to see what can be done to over-
come the problem that apparently exists
s¢ far as the Milk Board is concerned. I
would say that the provisions of the Vic-
torian and New South Wales Acts, under
which the milk of all producers in those
States comes under the one authority, are
worthy of being incorporated in our leg-
islation. In order that the whole industry
may be treated fairly and equitably, I
think all milk produced throughout the
State should come under the control of the
board. It is a matter that I would earn-

:;:.tly recommend to the Minister's atten-
on.

The Hon, N. McNeill: If the board is the
authority that is stopping this milk from
coming to Perth, what difference would it
make to vest all the milk in the State
in the board?

The Hon, F, J, 8. Wise: Do you think
there iIs too much monopoly control under
the Milk Act?

The Hon. J. M. THOMSON: I think the
present situation is entirely unsatisfactory
and if we had a provision in our Milk Act
to the effect that all milk produced in the
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State should come under the control of
the board, or be vested in the board, the
situation that applies at Albany today
would not exist. The producers at Albany
and the other areas I mentioned, would
be on an equal footing with producers
throughout the rest of the State.

1 know some people believe that vesting
milk in one central authority is not desir-
able, or is something to be resisted. How-
ever, because there 1s an element of re-
sistance, it does not mean that we should
not proceed with such a scheme. In the
interests of the industry generally I think
such steps should be taken.

I can see that my time is getting short
and I understand it is the desire, there
bheing no more speakers on this debate, for
the Minister to reply to members’ com-
ments this evening.

The Hon., A. F. Griffith: May I tell
vou something? I now have insufficient
time to do that so you can carry on for as
long as you like.

The Hon. J. M. THOMSON: I am sorry.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I do not want
to cut you short.

The Hon. J. M. THOMSON: I appreci-
ate the Minister's courtesy and his senti-
menis, However, I have made my contri-
bution to the debate and, in company with
other members, I hope the motion will be
agreed to. I support it.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon, A. P. Griffith (Minister for Mines).

House adjourned at 5.07 p.m.

Lregislatiue Assrmbly

Thursday, the 27th August, 1970

The SPEAKER (Mr. Guihrie) took the
Chair at 2.15 pm. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (37): ON NOTICE
1 and 2. These questions were postponed.

3. EDUCATION
Preschool Training

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Treasurer:

(1) Is he In a position to supply the
Commonwealth and State Govern-
ment contributions to preschool
training in Western Australia for
the years 1958-59, 1964-65, and
1965-70?

(2) Has there been a recent review of
the formula for Government fin-
gncial assistance to the Kinder-
garten Assoclation of Western
Australla (Inc.)?
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(3) If “Yes” will he give an explana-
tion of the new formula?

(4) If “No” when will the review he
finalised?
Sir DAVID BRAND replied:
Commonwesalth Stg.te
$

(1) 1958-59 - 65,100
1964-65 —_ 136,600
1969-70 161,000 319,000

(2) A review is currently in progress.
(3) Answered by (2).
(4) Within twoe months,

HOUSING
Kalgoorlie
Mr. T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Housing:
How many applications for rental
homes in Kalgoorlie are outstand-
ing?
Mr. O'NEIL replied:
Pensioner couples ... 1
Married couples without
children ... 5
Families . - 60

66

TRAFFIC LIGHTS
Harborne Street-Grantham Sireet
Intersection
Mr. BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Works:
On what date is it expected that
trafiic lights will be installed at
the intersection of Harborne and
Grantham Streets, Wembley?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
Installation of traffic signal equip-
ment has commenced. Signals
are expected to be commissioned
in three to four weeks' time.

TRAFFIC LIGHTS
Harborne Street-Scarborough Beach
Road Junclion

Mr. BERTRAM, to the Minister for

Works:
In the interests of safety and con-
venience will he expedite the in-
stallation of traffic lights at the
junction of Harborne Street and
Scarborough Beach Road, Osborne
Park, in order to remove the bad

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

Trafic slgnal control has been
programmed for 1970-71.
Actual installation and commis-
sioning of slgnals will depend on
prior completion by the local auth-
ority of the channelisation and
recadwork at the redesigned Scar-
borough Beach Road-Harborne
?treet—F'robisher Street Intersec-
jor.

EDUCATION
North Perth Primary School

Mr. BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Referring to his answer to ques-
tion 8 on the 25th August, 1970,
when was the decision made to
acquire the five houses referred
therein?

(2) When was the first of the said
five houses purchased?

(3} When is it expected that the last
of the said five houses will become
avajlable to the department?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Beptember, 1968.
(2) May, 1970.

(3) Action to acquire is not being
prﬁssed unless the owners wish to
sell.

PERSONS PREJUDICED BY
GOVERNMENT ACTION

Ex Gratia Compensation

Mr. BERTRAM, to the Treasurer:

(1) On how many occasions has a
Parliament or Government of this
State made an ex gratia compen-
sation payment to persons who
have suffered injury and/or loss
by reason of wrongful dismissal
or any other wrong, error or omis-
sion done or made by a Govern-
ment?

(2} Will he identify each case?

Sir DAVID BRAND replied:

(1) and (2) A record of payments of
this nature is not readily avail-
able. However payments in the
last five years were:—

Reciplent Nature of Payment Amount

‘Dl(i: 1l f Civil Avi U laed :
‘ollege of Civ via-  Unauthorl use of pub- 700-00
bottleneck in trafic— tion Ltd. essons "

lahed |
(8) in Harborne Street which fg ' ow Pereons - Lom and domage fo 2413
unable to enter Scarborough 1966-67—
Beach Road; and A. BEd . Traffic aceident...,

ney ... o 80-00
R. J. McKenzie . Recoup of travelli - 80-00
(b} in Scarborocugh Beach Rozad aveling ex

which is unahble to enter Har-

borne Street,
which has worsened noticeably 1980-70—

gince Scarborough Beach Road be- Vart Lo -
came 8 priority roand? ous persons ... A l*.h?:g damage to 57-50

J. van Qoran

1968-60—
Varfous persgns

penses
. Traffic accident.... e 24-0D

. Lo and damage to  54-95
clothing



440

[ASBEMBLY.]}

9. POINT PERON-GARDEN ISLAND

Mr.

CAUSEWAY
Progress Report
RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Works:

1)

2)

(1

2)

Referring to his letter in The
West Australian reported on the
16th July will he advise—

(a) the name and findings of
the international consultants
widely experienced in port
development;

the name and findings of the
second overseas firm of
specialist consultants investi-
gating the effect of the cause-
way on movement of water;

if final alignment of the
causeway has been deter-
mined, and, if “Yes" what are
the details;

if the openings through the
causeway have been deter-
mined and agreement reached
between the Commonwealth
and State, and if so, what are
the details;

if the company qualified {o
establish environmental stan-
dards for the water seabed
and marine life within Cock-
burn Sound has been engaged
and, if “Yes” which is the
company?

Will he give the House a progress
teport on the causeway project?

(b)

)

(d)

(e)

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(a) Rendel and Partners of Lon-
don and Perth. This is a
lengthy report, a copy of
which will be made available
to the honourable member for
perusal.

Sir Bruce White, Wolfe, Barry
and Partners of London, Eng-
land. Investigations are cur-
rently in progress.

and (d) Yes, in principle. It
is understood the details will
be presented by the Common-
wealth Department of Works
to a Commonwealth Parlia-
mentary Standing Commitiee
on public works at a public
hearing on a date to be fixed.

Yes. Sheen Laboratories Pty.
Ltd.

(b)

«©)

e

Detailed engineering investigation
and designs are being proceeded
with by the Commonwealth De-
partment of Works and it is un-
derstood the details wiil be pre-
sented to a Commonwealth Parlia-
mentary Standing Committee on
public works at a public hearing
on a date to be fixed.

10. This question was positponed for one
week,

11.

i2,

STAMP DUTY

Validity of any Commonwealth

Mr.

a

(2)

(3}

(4)

(5

Sir
(89

(2)

(&)

@
(%)

Mr.

(L)

Legislation

TONKIN, to the Treasurer:

Is receipt duty on the sale of
goods produced in Australis still
being received In a substantial
amount?

As such money is not legally due
to the Crown and there is little
or no likelihood of Commonwealth
legislation being passed which
would make such payments exig-
tble, should he not advise the
people to stop paylng the tax?

Is he aware that Mr. R. Anderson,
Director-General of Australian
Manufactures  Association has
said that even if Commonwealth
legislation on receipts tax were
passed probably it would be sub-
ject to challenge in the High
Court under sections 51 and 99 of
the Australian Constitution?

Has any of the legal advice which
he has received had reference to
the effect of sections 5@ and 29
of the Australian Constitution on
the Bill which has been intro-
duced and defeated in the Com-
monweglth Parliament?

If “Yes” does it agree with the
view expressed by Mr. Anderson
of the Australian Msanufactures
Association that such legislation
if passed would probably be sus-
pect to challenge in the High
Court?

DAVID BRAND replied:

Such duty is still being received
but the precise amount is not
known.

There would be no point in advis-
ing people to stop paying duty un-
til the issue of Commonwesalth
legislation is resolved.

According to a newspaper report
Mr. Anderson simply said, “The
Agsociated Chambers of Manufac-
tures of Australia’s legal advisers
had not yet had an opportunity to
study the Ilegislation fuily, but
when they did they would consider
whether the Commeonwealth Gov-
ernment had conformed with the
terms of sections 51 (11), 55, 92,
and 99 of the Constitution.”

No.
Answered by (4).

UNITED FARMERS AND
GRAZIERS ASSOCIATION

Request jfor Moratorium
JONES, to the Premier:

Has he received a letter from the
United Farmers and Graziers As-
sociation requesting a declaration
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for a moratorium for the protec-
tion of holders of rural assets In
Western Australia?

(2) If “Yes'"—
(a) when will the request be
given consideration;
(b) when will the organisation re-
ceive a reply to its letter?

Sir DAVID BRAND replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) (a) and (b) A reply will be for-
warded shortly.

COLLIE POWER HOUSE
Future Planning

Mr. JONES, to the Minister for
Electricity:
Will he advise the future planning
for the Collie power house?

Mr. BOVELL (for Mr. Nalder) re-
plied:
The small Collie power station will
become & standby station, Staff
will be gradually transferred to
the Muja station.

EDUCATION
Bus Transport: Collie-Bunbury

Mr. JONES, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is he aware that four apprentices
were involved in a car accident
whilst travelling from Collie to
Bunbury on Friday, the 26th June,
to attend the Bunbury Technical
School?

In view of the representations al-
ready made to him, the Minister
for Labour, and the Apprentice-
ship Advisory Council from the
parents of the apprentices and
other Collie organisations, will he
introduce an organised bus ser-
vice?

., LEWIS replied:

Yes.

It is not proposed to provide an
Education Department school bus
service. A driving allowance is
payable for students travelling
more than twelve miles,

2)

(¢}
(2)

RAILWAYS
Section Line Resulls
Mr. JONES, to the Minister for
Railways:

Referring to my question of the
25th August regarding WAGR,
section line results, will he make
the information available tc me
immediately it becomes available?

16.
17,

18.

19.
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Mr. COURT (for Mr. O'Connor) re-
plied:
I do not know the normal pro-
cedure with this information but I
will diseuss it with my colleague
when he resumes.

This question was postponed

EDUCATION
Survey: North-West

Mr. NORTON, to the Minister for
Education:

When Is the education survey of
the north-west to be carried out,
and what aspects will it cover?

. LEWIS replied:

The survey, which will be carried
out in the near future, is to deter-
mine the best means of providing
an adequate standerd of secondary
education for children in the
north-west.

HOUSING

Accommodation of Tenants According
to Needs

Mr. JAMIESON, to the Minister for

Housing: :

(1> What action is the State Housing
Commission taking to induce
Deople occeupying housing in size
excess to thejr needs to transfer
to smaller accommodation?

Should aged couples occupying
such accommeodsation under rebate
rentals opt to remain in these
bremises, will they be permitted
to do so?

O'NEIL replied:

Tenants In accommodation in ex-
cess of their needs are encouraged
to accept smaller accommodation.
(2) Yes.

(2)

Mr.
(8%

RURAL AND INDUSTRIES
BANK

Wheat and Sheep Farmers: Takeover
of Debts

Mr, H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Lands:

(1) In the last 12 months, how many
requests have been received by the
Rural and Industries Bank from
wheat and sheep farmers to take
over existing debts on properties
owed to other institutions or In-
dividuals?
I];Iow rnanyd such proposals have
eén agreed to, and how m
rejected? any

. BOVELL replied:

and (2) Information of this nat-
ure, which is part of the basis of
bank/customer relationship, is g
private matter and is confidential
to the hank.

(¢}

1)
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20.

21,

Mr.
Mr,
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It has always been customary not
to reveal the private banking
system in Parliament because to
do so is not conducive to good
relationships. Banking, like a
medical history, is 8 most confi-
dential matter between the bank
and its client,

Tonkin: That is the idea—keep
the people in the dark.

Court: The bank would lose all
its customers.

The SPEAKER: Order!

DAM

Preston Valley Irrigation Scheme

Mr.,

KITNEY, to the Minister for

‘Works:

L

(2

)

(1

)
(&)

Is he able to advise where the
next dam in the Preston Valley
irrigation scheme is to be sited?

Has the Commonweslth Govern-
ment given any indication whether
funds will be allocated to proceed
with the scheme during the cur-
rent financial year?

If “No” when is this information
likely to be available?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

No. The next dam will probably
be built on Thompson Brook but
there are a number of alternative
sites under consideration for which
foundation investigations have not
vet been finalised.

No.

The Commonwealth has given no
indication when a decision will be
made.

GRAIN ALCOHOL
Practicability Studies

Mr. STEWART, to the Minister for
Industrial Development:

(1)

€2)

(3
{4)

(5)

(6)

What studies has his department
made of the practicability of large
scale alcohol production from
wheat?

What were the findings with par-
ticular reference to use as an addi-
tive to petrol?

Are these studies continuing?

If not, why have they been ter-
minated?

What other methods of producing
alcohol are available and what are
their respective advantages and
disadvantazes when measured
against wheat?

Has any estimate been made of
the price at which wheat would
need to he supplied by farmers
if no Government guarantees or
subsidies were involved?

Mr.

(o8

(2}

COURT replied:

The Department of Industrial De-
velopment has made some studies
subsequent to the recelpt of the
paper by Mr. A, W. Humphries
entitled “A Case for the Statutory
Admixture of Grain Alcohol with
Motor Spirit.” There is no doubt
that production of alcohol from
wheat is technically feasible. Un-
certainty does arise in the cost of
alcohol production, and the con-
tribution the sale of by-products
could make to the economies of
the scheme. The department's
studies have revolved not so much
on technical and cost factors, as
the basic pre-requisites that would
be necessary to establish the in-
dustry. These are:

(a) a guaranteed supply of wheat
at a fixed price during a long
term (20 year) period while
the plant is amortised, regard-
less of market conditions dur-
ing this period;
sale of by-products at reason-
able prices on a long term
basis;
(¢c) agreement on an Australia-
wide basis for statutory ad-
mixture of alcohol 1o peirol;

provision for Government
subsidy or increase in the cost
of petrol to which grain alco-
hol has been added if found
necessary;

(e} an investor willing to put up
the very large amounts of
capital required to establish
an industry which could he
vulnerable to market or polit-
ical considerations under (a)
te (d). This capital has been
estimated at $60 million to
$100 million but is subject to
a lot of study before it could
be adopted as a firm figure.

It was concluded that a malor
technical and economic study
would be required to assess the
beneficial effects of the scheme
versus the likely costs. This would
involve:

(a) technical, cost and pollut-
ional factors associated with

(b}

{d)

alcohol production from
wheat;
(b) the long term effect of the

scheme in a period of fluctu-
ating or uncertain demand for
wheat in overseas markets;

(¢) the benefits and penalties
that could accrue to the farm-
ing community over this per-
iod;

a cost/benefit analysis of the
scheme versus other avenues
of investment of the capital
required for the scheme.

(@)
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Such & study was beyond the re-
sources of the department and it
was considered that the study
could best be done under Com-
monwealth Government auspices.

The Minister for Agriculture and
myself had discussions with the
Farmers Union of W.A. (Inc.). As
a result of these discusstons the
Minister for Agriculture wrote to
the Minister for Primary Industry
to see whether the Commonwealth
Government would make the
necessary study which could be
considered later at a meeting of
the Agricultural Council.

Not on a major basis—for reasons
stated above—but we keep closely
in touch with any new information
or developments we can locate.

Answered by (3).

Ethyl alecohol! can be made from
a variety of raw materials. Low
value by-products such as mol-
asses from the sugar industry and
sulphite waste liquor from paper
pulp production have been used
as a source of alcohol. Cereals,
(corn, oats, rye, rice, barley, grain
sorghum and wheat) and potatoes
have all heen used for alcohol pro-
duction.

The choice between these raw
materials would depend mainly on
their price and availability and the
value of by-products produced. A
further source of alcohol is its
preparation synthetically via a
petrochemical route. In the U.B.A.
in 1935, 90 per cent. of industrial
alcohol! came from fermentation
plants. By 1963 90 per ceni, was
synthetic alcohol produced by e
petrochemical route.

Prices that could be pald for
wheat to produce elcohol for ad-
ditlon to petrol without a subsidy
or addition to petrol costs have
been calculated using Mr. Humph-
ries’ estimates as a basis, As Mr.
Humphries has emphasised, how-
ever, the figures quoted in his
study are not firm. Even using
these ficures, Commonwealth Gov-
ernment subsidies are indirectly
involved via bounties on fertilisers
used in wheat production. Apart
from these factors, the cost of
alcohol, and hence the price at
which wheat could be purchased
for alcohol production, is highly
dependent on markets, prices, and
constancy of prices for the by-
products produced. No answer can
be given with confidence at this
stage in view of these uncertain-
ties.

With your permission, Sir, I will
table an answer given to & ques-
tion regarding this matter in an-
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other place today, because mem-
bers interested in grain alcohol
will find the two worth reading.

The paper was tabled.

22.

APPRENTICES

Indenture of Parily Trained Migrants

Mr,

FLETCHER, to the Minister for

Labour:

1)

(2)

)

1)

2
(&Y

Is he aware—

(a} that many migrants have
served part of an apprentice-

ship in their country of
origin prior to arrival in Aus-
tralia;

(k) that some are accepted if the
period is sufficient to have
acquired the necessary com-
petence to pass a trade test in

this State;

that potential tradesmen gare
lost if the degree of compet-
ence is not reached as in (b ?

Is there any scheme whereby a
migrant who may, for example,
have served three years of any
apprenticeship in his country of
origin be indentured in this State
until qualified?

If not, will the reaction of the
craft unions and employers be
sought to achieve such a purpose?

e

. O’NEIL replied:

(a) Yes.
(b) Persons who have terminated
apprenticeships prior to

migrating to Western Austra-
lia and wish to continue their
apprenticeship in this State
are treated similarly to Aus-
tralian residents who transfer
from another State of the
Commonwealth to Western
Australia, On application for
registration of an apprentice,
with a claimm for credit on
account of time served in the
home country or other Aus-
tralian State, arrangements
will be made for the Western
Australian trade examiners of
the Western Australian In-
dustrial Commission to ex-
amine the applicant for the
purpose of assessing the ex-
tent of the credit which is
allowable.

They are lost only if an em-
ployer is not avallable to
undertake the training or em-
ployment.

Answered by (b) in question (1),

Ansgwered by (2).

(c)

23. This question wes postporied,
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NATIONAL PARKS

Acreage: Percentage of State

Mr. COOK, to the Minister for
Lands:
(1} Defining a national park as “A

2)

1)

spacipus ares essentially natural
or primitive in character and
contajning scenery or natural
wonders so outstanding that their
preservation jntact and in per-
petuity is essential for the henefit,
enjoyment and inspiration of the
people”, {(National Parks and
Nature Reserves In W.A,, page 30),
would he accept that 5 per cent.
is the internationally accepted
minimum area which should be re-
served as national parks?

If not, would he advise what he
considers a reasonable percentage
would be?

. BOVELL replied:

and (2) National parks cannot be
considered in isolation. Flora and
fauna, public open space, recrea-
tion reserves, ete., serve similar
purposes. The objective of the
Government is to provide adequate
reserves for public needs which
cannot be assessed on an arbitrary

.area percentage hasis.

25. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Land Acquisition: Naval Base

Mr.

TAYLOR, to the Minister for In-

dustrial Development:

Mr.

Further to his answer to guestion
16 of the 25th August that lot 481
Dooley Street and lots 494 and
495 Lionel Street, Naval Base, were
not purchased by the Department
of Industrial Development—

{a) did the department negotiate
the purchase of any of these
blocks on behalf of a private
company;

() 1s he aware that three lots
in this area were shown in
the Ewinana Shire rate hook
as being transferred in June
this year by thelr owner to
the department and that lots
494 and 495 are siill] shown
in the shire rate book as own-
ed by the department;

() if “Yes” will he enlarge upon
his reply to the above ques-
tion?

COURT replied:

{(a) A land agent representing the
owners of lots 481, 494, and
495 approached the depart-
ment and, at the request of a
private company, purchase on
its behalf was negotiated.

26.

27.

Transfer to the company was
direct from the previous own-
ers with cash settlement
arranged by the company's
own solicitors.

(b} and (¢) No, and if they are
shown in the Kwinana shire
rate book the entries are in
error. The correct method of
determining ownership is to
search the relevant -certifl-
cates of title and not shire
rate books.

LOWERING OF VOTING AGE
Legislation

Mr. BURKE, to the Premier;

(1) Will he assure the House that
legislation foreshadowed in the
Governor's speech to give 18-year-
olds a vote will be introduced in
time to allow them to vote at the
forthcoming State elections?

(2) If not, why not?

8ir DAVID BRAND replied:
(1) Yes; this is the intention.
(2) Answered by (1).

HOUSING
Stirling Towers

ihﬁr. BURKE, to the Minister for Hous-

g:

(1) What price did the commission
pay for the block of flats known
as Stirling Towers in South Street,
Perth?

(2} How many fats were acquired,
and what is the number of bed-
rooms In each?

(3) What type of construction is be-
Ing used?

(4) Is the contractor subject to State
Housing Commission inspection
during the construction stages?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
I think the flats to which the hon-
ourable member refers are in
S8mith Street, and that there has
been a misprint in the question.

(1) $935,000 to be patd by instal-
ments during construction,

(2) Twenty-four three-bedroom
and fifty-five two-bedroom.

(3) Reilnforced concrete.

(4) The contract 1s under the
supervision of private archi-
tects and consulting engin-
eers, and will also be inspected
at intervals by the State
Housing Commission during
construction.
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INDUSTRIAL STRIKES
AND STOPPAGES

Man Days Lost

Mr, WILLIAMS, to the Minisier for
Lahour:

)

2)

1)

2)

What were the total number of
man days lost through industrial
strikes and stoppages in this State
between the 1st July, 1969 and the
30th June, 1970?

What were the main reasons for
the strikes and stoppages?

. O'NEIL replied:

The total number of man days lost
through strikes and stoppages in
this State involving stoppages of
one day or more of workers em-
ployed under State Jurisdiction,
was 79,044.

Wages and over-award payments,
working conditions, and dismissal
of workers.

INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATICN

Mr.

ACT
Secret Ballots
WILLIAMS, to the Minister for

Labour:

)

(2}

3

1)
2)
&)

Since the 1st February, 1964, have
the provisions contained in section
36P. of the Industrial Arbitration
Act been implemented, le., court-
ordered secret ballot?

If so, when and for what reason
was the ballot ordered?

If not, why not?

. O’'NEIL replied:

No.
Answered by (1).

Not known. This is a matter
entirely within the discretion of
the court.

WOOL
Rail Freights

Mr. GAYFER, to the Minister for Rail-
ways:

Mr.

As the figures glven under the new
method of charging freight on
wool seem to indicate a 5 per
cent. to T¥ per cent. increase, will
he have the whole maiter of
frelghts on wool investigated with
a view to returning to the pre-
prosperity loading rate which ap-
plied in the late 1940's and early
1950's2

COURT <{(for Mr. O'Connor) re-

plied:

The bale rates under the new pro-
posal were designed to mainfain
parity with the revenue obtained
under the existing charges. If the
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existing wool pattern 1s main-
tained it is expected that the
variation will be within 1 per cent.
and not 5 per cent. to 74 pber cent.
Prior to the bale rate proposals
wool freights were exXamined
spectally and it was found that
our charges are favourable in com-
parison with other States as the
following table shows—

Corrigin to Fremantle—Distance

221 miles.
Bale 15
Rate. Bales.
$ 3
221 miles—
New South Wales 3.68 276
Victoria e o 2,80 210

South Australia ... 2.40 180
Western Australis 2.15 161.25
When a8 general review of the
freight rates was conducted in
1965 the industry was considered
specially and virtually no in-
crease in the wool rates was made.
Should changed circumstances in
the future lead to a review of
freights the state of the Indusiry
will be considered.

I should add that when the pre-
vious answer was given to the
honourable member, I think two
distances were quoted: one of
185 miles as well as this one of
221. If he wants the rates for the
other mileage I can arrange to
ohtain them for him.

HOSPITAL
Wooroloo

Mr. DAVIES, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:

(1) Has transfer of the Wooroloo Hos-
pital to the Prisons Department
been compieted; if so, when?

(2) What facilitles have been retained
for public use?

(3) Where were the patients who had
to be moved accommodated?

(4) What staff were retalned at
Wooroloo?

(5) Were alternative positions offered
to redundant staff; if so, what are
particulars of offers and accept-
ance?

(6> To what extent have available
hospital facilitles been used?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) Yes; on the 5th March, 1970.

(2) A nine bed hospital {s available
with outpatient facilities.

(3) Principally to the Homes of Peace,
and Sunset Hospital Some
patients were found accommoda-
tion at various country centres
requested.
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32.

33.

4)

(5)

(6)
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Eleven staff continued in employ-
ment at the Wooroloo District
Hospital and thirty staff trans-
ferred to the Prisons Department.

Generally, all staff, except those
who chose to resign and married
domestic staff lving locally, had
opportunity to be placed in other
employment, including employ-
ment with the Prisons, Education
and Medical Departments.

Rights and privileges of employees
have been adegquately safeguarded.

The bed average of the Waooroloo
Hospital is approximately five.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Deferred Rates: Government

Mr

Assistance
. COOK, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

1)

2)

1

2)

Mr

What assistance will the Govern-
ment provide to shire councils who
have to defer rate collections from
farmers, but still have to maintain
essential services?

If approaches have been made—

(a) what assistance has the Gov-
ernment given to the shires;

{b) which shires have approached
the Government; and

(¢} how much and/er in what
form was the assistance?

. BOVELL (for Mr. Nalder) replied:

As the Commonweglth Govern-
ment has refused to assist with
drought relief measures the funll
cost of these measures has to be
borne by the Sfate Government,
which leaves it with little capacity
to assist shire councils.

(a) Nil.

() and (¢} The Country Shire
Councils’ Association has sug-
gested that the Government
make short term loans to
councils to meet deficiencies
in rates but recognises that
there may be problems in such
a scheme. A number of shire
councils have also made
similar representations.

DELAWARE POTATOES
Exports, Costs, and Returns

. COOK, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

Would he supply the tonnages,
gross returns and expenses for
grade one delaware potatoes ex-
ported to Darwin, Eastern States
and overseas from each of the
three pools in 1967-68 and in
1968-69?

Mr. BOVELL {(for Mr, Nalder) replied:
Potatoes exported to Eastern
States are forwarded on consign-
ment, while overseas exports are
sold (F.O.B.) Fremantle,
Prices of potatoes sold to Darwin
fluctuate with Eastern States
markets. Proceeds from sales to
merchants who export to Darwin
are included in the general pool
receipts and separate figures are
not available, Any expenses in-
curred in F.O.B. and Darwin sales
are absorbed into general pool
expenses,
1887-63
Tonnage Gross Expenses
XNo. 1 Poal— Returns
Eastern States
Export ... ... 2,475 220,118 89,630
Overseas Export ... 381 17,145
(F.0.B)
Darwin 142 XNot evailable
No. 2 Poal—
Fastern States 2,434 178,812 100,870
Overseas 1,528 88,780
(F.0.1.)
Darwin 145 Not avallable
No. 8 Pool—
Eastern States 5,260 401,348 183,768
Overseas . 2,803 128,835
(F.0.B.)
Darwin 414 Xot avallable
1963-60
Tonnage Gross Exjprnses
No. 1 Pool— Heturng
Fastern States 4,612 427849 104,472
Overaens 337 15,185
F.0.11)
Darwin 178 Not available
No. 2 Pool—
Eastern States 3,750 201,078 162,056
Overseas 1,040 74,205
F.0.B.
Darwin 10 Not nvn]ln)ble
Ao, % Pool—
Easlern States 925 a0 470 23,190
Ovorsens . 86.676 10.420
r.oBR)
Darwin 203 Xou available

34. This question was postponed.

35.

Mr.

MINING
Ouer-pegging
KITNEY, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Mines:

(1)

)

(3)

(1)

Is it correct that where there is
over-pegging of mining claims on
a temporary reserve and no objec-
tion is lodged the lease is granted
to the first person or company to
register the claim?

Does this also apply in the case
of a mining tenement or claim on
pastoral lands?

In the event of a person or com-
pany belng deliberately over-
pesged and obliged to lodge an
objection, who is responsible for
legal and other costs involved?

. BOVELL replied:

Assuming that the honourable
member is referring to pegging of
a mineral claim on an existing
temporary reserve, it is usual to
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(2)

3)
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grant to the first one who cor-
rectly pegs the ground, provided
he establishes that he was already
bone fide prospecting on the par-
ticular ground when the tempor-
ary reserve was created.

Yes, 1t is usual to grant to the
first one who correctly pegs the
ground, but the Minister for Mines
still has discretion in the matter.
No provision is made in the Min-
ing Act or the Regulations there-
under for the Warden to award
costs to either party in such a
case,

MINING

Pegging Ban:@ Approval of Claims

Mr.
ing
1)

(2)

3

1

&)
3)

Mr.

MOIR, to the Minister represent-
the Minister for Mines:

What was the number of mineral
claims recommended for minister-
tal approval by the wardens and
awaiting approval by the Minister
at the time the ministerial pegging
ban was instituted?

What number of mineral claims
in this category had been ap-
proved by the Minister when the
pegeging han was lifted?

What number of mineral claims
recommended for ministerial ap-
proval by wardens are awaiting
approval at the present time?

. BOVELL replied:

This figure is not readily available
and in order to obtain this in-
formation it would be necessary
to conduct a search of all office
registers throughout the State.

During the period of the ban
4,623 were approved.

Answered by (1),

CONSERVATION
Checks and Conirols
RUSHTON, to the Minister repre-

genting the Minister for Fisheries and
Fauna:

(0}

(2}

Mr.
1)

Will he give a summary of the
checks and controls available and
actively used to ensure our alr,
waters, and wildlife are managed
efficiently for the protection and
safety of our environment and
effective conservation?

Wilt he illustrate this work by a
number of examples?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

and (2) The preservation of a
healthy and aesthetically satisfy-
ing environment is maintained
and safeguarded by legislation en-
acted in many Acts of Pariiament
and administered by various Min-
isters and their Departments.

The following are some of these
Acts:

Health Act;

Radioactive Substances Act;

Clean Air Act;

Traffic Act;

Town Planning and Develop-
ment Act;

Local Government Act;

Water Drainage and Sewerage

Acts;
Rights in Water and Irrigation

Act;
Pollution of Waters by Oil Act;
Swan River Conservation Act;
Native Flora Protection Act;
Fisheries Act;
Fauna Conservation Act;
Forests Act;
Land Act;
Parks and Reserves Act;
Soil Conservation Act;
Vermin Act;
Noxious Weeds Act:
Agricutture Protection Board
Act;
and so on,

Various boards and committees
are brought into being by these
Acts to advise in their administra-
tion, such as—
Air Pollution Control Council;
Ratcéiological Advisory Commit-
€,
Pesticides Advisory Committee;
Food and Drug Advisory Com-
mittee;
Poisons Advisory Committee;
Town Planning Board;
W.A. Wild Life Authority;
Water Purity Committee;
Swan River Conservation Board;
Soil Conservation Advisory Com-
mittee;
Agriculture Protection Board;

etc., etc.

From all this we get controlled
development of land, the protec-
tion of fauna and flora, the pro-
tection of our streams and water
supplies from pollution and salina-
tion, prevention of pollution and
oil on our beaches, controlled use
of pesticides and statutory limits
for their presence in food, pre-
vention of atmospheric pollution
with toxic and radioactive sub-
stances, ete.

Notable recent examples of such
activity are the restriction of
agriculture in the Collie catch-
ment area to prevent salinity of
the Wellington Dam and similar
action on other major catchments,
the preservation of the quality of
the Swan River, the high grade of
sewage treatment at Sublaco to
maintain safe swimming beaches,
the prosecution of ships’ masters
for discharge of oil into the har-
bour, the compulsory recombustion
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of crankease gases on all new
vehicles, the virtual elimination of
dust from Swan Portland Cement
chimney stack emissions, and the
protection of the kangaroos from
aver-exploitation,

QUESTIONS (3): WITHOUT NOTICE

1.

EDUCATION

Senior High..Schools: Driver Training

Mr. LEWIS (Minister for Education):

Mr. Speaker, may I now supply
the answer which was missing
when I made my reply to a gues-
tion asked by the member for
Karrinyup on Tuesday the 25th
August?

The SPEAKER: Yes.
Mr. LEWIS: It was question No. 9,

and it will be recelled that the
honourable member asked some
guestions regarding the driver
training course conducted at high
schools. The answer to part (4)
of the question was missing, and
I now supply the answer which

relates to the syllabus. It is as
follows:—
The syllabus for the Education
Department’s driver training

course is a minimum pericd of
30 hours’ tuition for each
student, 18 hours of which
must be in the car and at least
six of these behind the wheel.
‘The lesson plans for thz theore-
tical and practical sessions are
standardised and are based on
Driving and Roaderafi—the of-
ficial instructional manual of
the National Safety Council of
Western Australin. The em-
phasis in the syllabus is on
creating attitudes as well as
teaching a skill.

WATER SUPPLIES
Point Samson

. COURT (Minister for Industrial

Development): During the ques-
tion perlod yesterday the member
for Pilbara asked me a question
and I promised to ascertain the
answer for him today. May I
read it to the House now?

The SPEAKER: Yes.
Mr. COURT: This answer refers to

the Point Samson water supply,

and it is as follows:—
For construction purposes
Cleveland-Cliffs are laying a
small pipe line from Roebourne
to Cape Lambert to meet the
needs of private contractors
during the construction period.
At a later date Cleveland-Cliffs

will construet a permanent
water main from Cape Lambert
to Millstream via Roebourne for
the company’s water supply
requirements when the plant is
in full production. It is anti-
cipated that the permanent
water main will not be com-
pleted until late 1971 or early
1972.

The permanent water system
will be operated and maintained
by the Public Works Depart-
ment and consideration will be
given to the extension of the
pipe line to meet the needs of
Point Samson residents.

In addition to this I hope to
be in the area in the middle
of next maonth, and I want to
discuss this and a number of
other matters related to Point
Samson with the local auth-
ority and with my own advisers
on the spot. I will keep in touch
with the honourable member in
respect of this matter.

MANNING ROAD
Upprading

Mr. MAY, to the Minister for Works:

I would like to apologise to you,
Mr. Speaker, and to the Minister
for Works, for the length of this
question and for not having
placed it on the notice paper.
This situation has arisen, because
of the wursency of the problem,
My question is—

(1) In connection with the South
Perth section of Manning
Road, Manning, what finan-
cial commitments have been
approved by the Main Roads
Department for the upgrad-
ing of this section of the road
for the years—

1967-68
1968-69
1969-70
19%70-71?

(2) When were design plans
lodgzed by the South Perth
City Council with the Main
Roads Department?

(3) Has the Main Roads Depart-
ment completed design plans
for this road?

(4) Has the South Perth City
Council been requested to
expedite the upgrading of
this road?

(5) Will the upgrading commence
during 1970?

(6) If not, what is the cause of
further delay?
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8)

@)

aom

(11)

(12}
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Is the Perth City Council re-
sponsible for any section of
this road?

Have any Main Roads funds
been allocated to the City of
Perth to assist with the up-
grading of this road?

If so, what amount is in-
volved and has any work been
carried out?

Have any Main Roads funds
been allocated to the Canning
Shire Council for the upgrad-
ing of Manning Road?

If so, what amount is in-
volved and has any work
been carried out by the
shire?

What action is available to
the Main Roads Department
to expedite the upgrading of
Manning Road?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(0}

2)
3)

4

(5)

(6)
D

8
9
10
(11

(12)

1967-68—nil.

1968-69—nil.

1969-70—nil.
1970-T1—5$60,000.

The 27th March, 1969,

The plans submitted required
minor amendments and these
were referred hack to the
South Perth City Counecil for
consideration and completion
of design.

No. However, & number of
discussions took place be-
tween officers of the Main
Roads Department and the
South Perth City Council
prior to reaching agreement
on design and financial ar-
rangements, It is under-
stood that the council is keen
to start work on the first
stage.

No. The South Perth City
Council! has programmed the
first stage for April, 1971.
Answered by (5).

Yes. A section of the road
is jointly the responsibility
of the Perth City Council and
the South Perth City Coun-
cil.

No.

Answered by (8),

Yes.

$49500. A section of the

road has been widened by the
Canning Shire Council.

Since the responsibility for
the construction and main-
tenance of this road rests with
the several local authorities,
it has been left to the local
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authorities to put this work
in hand with flnancial assis-
tance being provided by the
Main Roads Department on
2 50-50 basis staged over
three years.

BILLS (2): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

1. Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage,
and Drainage Act Amendment Bill
(No. 2).

2. Local Government Act Amendment
Bill (No. 2).

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr,
Ross Hufchinson (Minister for
Water Supplies), and read a first
time.

AERIAL SPRAYING CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR. BOVELL (Vasse—Acting Minister
for Agriculture) [2.47 p.m.]: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The Western Australian Aerial Spraying
Control Act No. 88 of 1966 was assented to
in December, 1966.

As aerial spraying operators are not
conflned to State boundaries it was agreed
that, as far as possible, there should be
uniformity between the States, particularly
in relation to security sections involving
compensation for damage. The original
Bill was therefore prepared and endorsed
by the Australian Agriculture Council and
a meeting of Attorneys-General, the main
provisions being—

(a) Ensuring that pilots in particular
are conversant with the dangers
associated with chemicals used for
aerial spraying.

Reducing the risk of ¢amage from
aerial spraying by the declara-
tion of hazardous areas where
susceptible crops occur and pre-
scribing  conditions for applica-
tion of chemicals.

Providing that the owners of air-
craft undertaking aerial spraying
lodge a security for the purpose
of protecting persons who may
suffer loss.

Requiring aerial operators to keep
detailed records of operations.

Before proclamation, however, aerial
aperators drew attention to problems that
could arise due to differences in corres-
ponding legislation in Victoria, Queens-
land, and Western Australia. A meeting
of officers concerned was arranged by the
Australian  Agricultural Council and
recommendations were made regarding
amendments to the three Acts to remove
the difficulties. These recommendations

(b}

(c}

@
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were supported by both the aerial opera-
tors and the insurance underwriters and
were incorporated in the Aerial Spraying
Control Act Amendment Act No. 31 of 1968,
assented to on 4th November, 1968. They
were cohcerned with clarification and
relatively minor alterations to the security
section.

Subsequently, the Victorian Crown
Solicitor advised that the policy offered by
the Australian Aviation Underwriting Pool
did not meet fully the requirements of
the Act in that State and the Western
Australian Chief Parllamentary Drafts-
man agreed that the same situation would
apply in this State.

A further meeting was held when it was
agreed that no alternative to the policy
offered by the Australian Aviation Pool
was available and the underwriters could
not. be directed to alter the form of the
policy. As it was considered that, in the
main, the cover offered s reasonable, the
meeting recommended that those States
with operative Ilegislation should make
amendments to security sections to pro-
vide a conditional rather than a restrictive
framework, thus enabling the policy to be
accepted by the responsible person and
meet the legislative requirements.

At the same time it was agreed that
the Victorian Department of Agriculture
should appreach the underwriters to ob-
tain clarification on some points and also
arrange, if possible, alterations which
would improve the policy from the depart-
mental viewpoint. Progress in this direc-
tion has been made.

The proposed amendments to section 10
are intended primarily—

(&) to enable a pool of companies to
underwrite policies;

(b) to give authority to the Director
of Agriculture to approve con-
ditions, warranties and exclusions
in the coniract.

In conformity with the already expressed
need for uniformity, similar action is pro-
posed in other States. I commend the
Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Norton.

GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR. COURT (Nedlands—Acting Min-
ister for Railways) [2.51 p.m.): I move—
That the Bill be now read a sec-

ond time.

The purpose of this Bill is to provide
the authority within the Railways Act
for the commission to supply liquor to
passengers travelling on trains on the
Western Australian Government railway
system.

[ASSEMBLY.]

When the interstate standard gauge
passenger services through to Perth were
introduced on the 15th June, 1869, pro-
vision had been made under section 46 of
the Licensing Act to empower the com-
mission to serve liquor on trains in this
State in accordance with the long-stand-
ing practice on the Commonwealth Rail-
ways. Members will appreciate that if
we had not done this we would have had
a rather extrasordinary situation when the
trains went through Kalgoorlie.

On the 1st July, 1970, the Licensing
Act was replaced by the Liquor Act, 1970,
and this new Act expressiy excludes con-
trol of the sale or supply of liquor by
the Commissioner of Railways from its
provisions. This point has been dis-
cussed with the Crown Law Department
and its advice is that the Railways Com-
mission being a major Government in-
strumentality, it was considered that the
control of the sale or supply of liquor
on trains or in refreshment rooms should
be under the jurisdiction of the com-
missioner.

At this point I should perhaps make it
clear that, as the position stands, the
sale of liquor in refreshment rooms is
governed by the Government Railways Act
whereas authority for the sale of liquor
gnt trains was provided in the Licensing

ct.

The main object of this Bill is to con-
solidate these hitherto separate powers in
the Government Railways Act. I will
now deal briefly with the main amend-
ments. One is to section 23 of the Govern-
ment Railways Act which is the section
empowering the commission to make by-
laws relating to specified subjects.

Anaother amendment is to subsection
(20) of section 23, which relates to the
by-laws for the control of refreshment
rooms and restaurant ears. The exist-
ing provisions are ohsolete for the reason
that all remaining refreshment rooms dis-
pensing liquor—four only:; namely Perth,
Fremantle, Kalgoorlie and Bunbury—are
operated by the commission and likely to
continue so.

By-laws will still be necessary and, in
fact, by-laws 90—with respect to sale of
liquor in refreshment rooms—and 91—aon
trains—are being redrafted to fit these
proposed amendments to the Government
Ralilways Act, as distinct from the de-
funet Licensing Act.

Mr. Jamieson: They are not selling it
illegally at present, are they?

Mr. COURT: I do not think so; I hope
not.

Mr. Jamieson: Well, they are selling it;
but is it being sold illegally?

Mr. COURT:. The member for Belmont
has given me notice of his question so
I will be able to answer when replying
to the debate. His interjection will
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probably save a lot of argument at a later
stage. 'To continue, the restriction against
taking liquor onte trains referred to, is
intended principally to prevent boister-
ous passengers from annoying others.
Their conduct can then be controlled by
refusing service on the train.

Clause 4 provides the main purpose of
this Bill; that is, to provide the commis-
sioner with the authority under the Gov-
ernment Railways Act for the sale of liquor
on trains and in refreshment rooms.

The wording of the Bill to amend sec-
tion 64 (1) of the Act is virtually the same
as the existing wording, with reference to
the Liquor Aect in lieu of the Licensing
Act.

Should the commission ever again lease
a refreshment room, the license for the
sale of liquor therein will be issued under
sections 23 (h) and 32 of the Liquor Act,

1970, Section 64 (2) is the authority
to the commissioner. I commend the Bill
to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Fletcher.

EASTERN GOLDFIELDS TRANSPORT
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT BILL
(No. 2}

Second Reading

MR. COURT {(Nedlands—Acting Minis-
ister for Transport) 12.58 p.m.]1: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

This measure is of a formal nature, de-
signed fto change the constitution of the
Eastern Goldfields Transport Board to
conform fo the changed circumstances re-
sulting from a reorganisation of local gov-
erning bodies on the goldfields.

The bhoard is the authority which con-
ducts the public bus services in the Kal-
gaorlie-Boulder area, and at Kambalda.
The board as constituted includes two re-
presentatives of each of the Kalgoorlie
Town Council; the Boulder Town Cauncil;
and the Kalgoorlie Shire Council—one in
each case elected by the council and one
by the ratepayers.

As a result of the local government
changes made last year the last fwo coun-
cils mentioned no longer exist, They have
been replaced by the Boulder Shire Coun-
cil. Hence the election of new members of
the transport board could not take place
last May, as would have normally been
done. To cover that situation, amending
Bill No. 1 was passed earlier this year.

Now that the position has been resolv-
ed, Bill No. 2 seeks to amend the board's
constitution to provide for each of the two
remaining local authorities to be repre-
sented on the board by one member elected
by ratepayers; and two membhers elected
by the council.
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These, together with an independent
chairman appointed by the Governor, will
constitute 8 board of seven members as
before. This arrangetnent is in accordance
with the wishes of the two municipal coun-
¢ils concerned.

There is no need for me to go into the
detailed clauses of the Bfll because they
are very clear and self-explanatory. 1
commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr. T.
D. Evans.

PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO
ANIMALS ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR. CRAIG (Toodyay—Minister for
Police) (3.02 pm.]1: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

I feel this is not a contentious Bill,
although that description can be mislead-
ing at times. It is, nevertheless, a very
Important one as it seeks to give added
protection to animals against cruelty. In
the last few months the courts have been
called on to deal with some particularly
bad ecases of cruelty to animals and, in
addition, the mnewspapers have revealed
further cases where extreme cruelty has
been shown to have occurred; but, unfor-
tunately, it has not been possible to trace
the culprits. As a result, the R.S.P.C.A.
has made representations seeking an in-
crease m penalties and this has been sup-
ported by the Commissioner of Police.

Members will recall a case early this
year where animals were left in a pet shop
over several days. Food and water were
not pravided and a number of the animals
died. This was considered an extremely
bad case and the magistrate inflicted the
maximum penalty of $100 with costs.

Then there was the case where two dogs
were bashed o death with a hammer and
also the occasion where a cat was strung
up to a tree by a cord and bashed to
death with a stick,

Additionally, there have been many
cases of animal poisoning where domestic
dogs, cats, and other animals have been
given baits and, as a result, have died in
agony—many after prolonged periods of
suffering. In addition to being & crue],
sadistic practice, it is also a highly dan-
gerous one. Baits are often put into
bositions were young children can get at
them and as the poison contained therein
is mostly highly toxic, the danger to young
children is present.

This Biil provides for the pecuniary
penalties to be doubled, which would bring
them into line with Viectoria, Queensland,
and the Northern Territory. This may
seem an extremely substantial increase,
but in view of the rise in cruelty it is
evident that drastic steps have to be taken,
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and it is hoped that by making the penal-
ties substantial they will act as a strong
deterrent and effect the desired level of
improvement in animal care.

The Act provides for a maximum of six
months’ imprisonment and no increase in
the penal provisions is sought. However,
the present pecuniary penalties have
applied since 1920. In addition to increas-
ing the penalties, the Bill seeks to amend
section 13 of the Act which, at present,
gives power to police constables or officers
of the R.S.P.C.A., under certain emergency
conditions, to destroy injured animals.
These officers are also given protection
against claims for compensation in respect
of the killing of animals under the section.

No provision, however, is made for a
veterinary surgeon to carry out these duties
and by not being included in the Act, he
is not given any protection against
liabilities for compensation. The Western
Australian Division of the Australian
Veterlnary Association claims that this is
unreasonable and I feel sure members will
agree that as a veterinary surgeon is a
highly trained person with probably a far
better knowledge as to the condition of
an animal than either a police constable
or an officer of the RS.P.C.A., he should
be included under section 13. I commend
the RBill to the House,

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Jamieson.

LOTTERIES (CONTROL) ACT
AMENDMENT BILI.

Second Reading

MR. CRAIG (Toodyay—Chief Secre-
tary) (3.07 p.m.): I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

Recently the Lotteries Commission in-
vested funds which involved security by
way of the State Electricity Commission
of Western Australian stock., The Auditor-
General, however, acting on a Crown Law
opinion, pointed out that such transac-
tions were ulira vires of the Lotleries
(Control) Act.

Despite the fact that the commission
felt, that this was not so0, it desisted from
becoming involved in further transactions
of this nature. However, the commission
feels that a continuance of such invest-
ment would allow funds to be retained
in this State and it now seeks amendment
to the Act to clarify the position.

Briefly the Lotteries Commission does
have funds available for short-term in-
vestment because, by virtue of an amend-
ment to section 9 of the Lotteries
(Control) Act in 1966 the commission Is
now required to provide 20 per cent. of its
gross proceeds to a hospital fund account.
Punds are not transferred after each
lottery but are made at intervale directed
by the Treasurer.
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Additionally, a number of grants made
by the commission from time to time do
not require t0 be taken up immediately
and for this reason, and by the very
nature of its business, the commission will
always have money available for call on
short term. Perhaps I should offer some
amplification of the expression “by the
nature of its business” and cite, for exam-
ple, the Kalgoorlie Cup lottery and similar
tyces of consultations.

This lottery was launched some six
weeks prior to the running of the cup
and, because of the ready response, the
sweep filled quickly and consequently the
commission held something yn the vicinity
of $100,000 for a period of at least two
weeks before it was needed.

This, of course, applies to other lotteries
and as the commission always has two or
three current at any one time the amount
accumulating is considerable and is usually
in excess of the $50,000 required for in-
vestment on the short-term money market.
For that reason I feel that few, if any,
members would deny the commission the
right and the opportunity to get better
than the 2 per cent. that is availlable as
interest on a banking account in excess of
$20,000.

However, the commission is inhibited
in this performance by the restriction of
section 9 (2) of the Act, and one of the
purposes of this Bill is to amend the Act
in order that it might utilise the facilities
available for money on call or short-term
investment without greatly weakening the
security of repayments of such moneys.

At this stage I feel that the present
reading of the section of the Act dealing
with investment should be explained. This
section states, inier alia, that ‘‘the Com-
mission’s funds may be invested in its
name in Commonwealth Inscribed Stock
or in any security if the repayment of
the monies thereby secured is guaranteed
by the Crown in the right of the State.”
It is gquite obvious how restrictive this is
in these modern days of finance and I can
assure members that if the amendment
is agreed to normal business prudence
will be observed, as the only requirements
sought are to place the commission in
no worse a position than any trustee who
is charged with the care of a trust fund.

Opportunity has also been taken to seek
an amendment to section 10 (b) of the
Act. At present this section states, “all
prizes to be distributed in the lottery shall
be cash prizes.”” However, it is felt that
the section should be amended to read,
"all prizes to be distributed in the lottery
shall be cash prizes or tickets in lotteries
belng conducted by the Commission.”

Such an amendment would allow the
commission to offer lottery tickets as
consolation prizes for near-miss tickets,
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as the commission states that this prac-
tice is employed in a number of Eastern
States lotteries which, it is claimed, have
& public appeal. Eastern States lotteries
are again turning their attention to the
Western Australian market; for example,
the South Australian lotteries body re-
cently conducted & “householder” mail
drop in both Kalgoorlie and Bunbury.
This evidently met with some Success,
as & fall-off in sales in the local lottery
in the two areas over the period was
noticeable.

The commission feels that the best way
to combat these tactics is to make the
Western Australian lottery more attrac-
tive and it feels the granting of near-miss
prizes is one way it can be done; hence
the need for amendment. I commend the
Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Davies.

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD
BETTING ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MRE. CRAIG (Toodyay—Minister for

Police) [3.13 pam.}: I move—
That the Bill be now read 8 second

time.
ose of this Bill is threefold, wi'gh
Eg'l: E}lr?he objectives being con_t.a.ined in
the amendments sought to section 42 of
the Act. As that section now stands those
persons who can be charged with the
offence of accepting a bet from persons
who have not reached the age of 21 years
include the manager, secretary, officer,
employee, or agent of the board, but no
mention is made of an employee of an
agent and this is considered unsatisfactory.
The Bill accordingly seeks an amendment
to rectify the position.

Section 42 of the Act also sets the mini-
mum age at which & person may be em-
ployed in a T.A.B. agency, and at present
no person under the age of 21 years can
be so employed. However, the board is
anxious to have the right to employ per-
sons aged 18 years and over and it claims
that in all other Australian States and in
the Australian Capital Territory persons
of this age group are legally entitled ta
work in T.AB. shops. In fact, in some
States lads of 16 years can actually be
employed.

The board does not seek any lowering
of the betting age, but iln any case an
agent breaches his contract if he permits
an employee to do so and renders himself
liable to insteant dismissal. Additionally,
if the employee is under 21 years the agent
commits an offence. It is considered,
therefore, that allowing an 18-year-old to
be emploved in a shop would not necessar-
ily encourage him to bet.
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The final amendment sought is in the
way of a new section to give added im-
petus or greater evidential value to the
testimony of police officers who, in their
search for evidence, at times technically
become accomplices to the offence, and to
agents who might be engaged by the police
for the purpose of obtaining evidence of
offences being committed under the Act.
A similar provision was made in the new
Liguor Act, 1970, in which subsections (1},
(2), and (3) give the force of law to
evidence secured by similar means for the
purpose of detecting offences under the
Act and remove the taint of being an
accomplice to the offence. It also provides
for the admission of evidence of a servant
or agent of the licensee in proceedings
against the said licensee.

Although the provisions of the new sec-
tion sought in the Bill are the same as
those in section 156 of the new Liquor
Act, they have been redrafted to make
what, in the draftsman’s view, are neces-
sary changes and improvements. I com-
mend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Bertram.

BETTING CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR. CRAIG (Toodyay—Minister for
Police) [3.18 pm.)l: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bill {s in the nature of complement-
ary legislation to the measure I have just
introduced to amend the Totalisator
Agency Board Betting Act.

The Btl] also seeks to add a new section
to give, as I previously explained, added
impetus or greater evidential value to the
testimony of police officers who, in their
search for evidence, at times technically
become accomplices to the offence, and
to agents who might be engaged by the
police for the purpose of obtaining evi-
dence of offences being committed under
the Act.

Although a Bill has been Introduced to
amend the T.AB. legisiation to enable
employment of persons aged 18 years and
above, it could be considered that simlilar
action should also be taken to amend the
Betting Control Act, but as there are now
only four licensed off-course bookmakers
operating, it is considered that such an
amendment is not necessary. I commend
the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion hy Mr.
Bertram.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: NINTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 26th August,
on the following motion by Mr. Cash:—
That the following Address-in-Reply
to His Excellency’s Speech be agreed
to:—

May it please Your Excellency:
We the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased

to address to Parliament,

MR. KITNEY (Blackwood) [3.19 pm.]:
Firstly, I would like to extend my con-
gratulations to the member for Albany
on being elected to this House. Because
of the fact that I am on the Government
side, perhaps 1 would be considered face-
tious if I wished him a long and success-
ful career in politics; that is probably not
done in the best of political circles. How-
ever, the member for Albany and I have
much in common, because we both were
born, bred, and went to school in Donny-
brook. I know that the Labor Party re-
cently endorsed another former resident
of Donnybrook, so I must congratulate
that party on knowing where to look for
good material. The only criticism I have
is that he is on the wrong side of the
House,

Mr. Bertram: He has greater percep-
tion.

Mr. KITNEY: During the last couple
of weeks I have listened attentively to the
numercus speeches that have been made
on the Address-in-Reply. It is quite obh-
vious that all the members whe have
spoken have devoted quite a lot of time
to the preparation of thelr speeches and
the subjects on which they wished to speak.
I was most impressed by some of these
speeches, and also by some of the matters
that were raised. The thing which struck
me, however, in this particular exercise
was the complete futlity of it.

Perhaps 1 might be & bit off beam in
saying this and, if I am, no doubt some-
bady will correct me. Last year the mem-
ber for Pilbara made his speech on the
Address-in-Reply and virtually suggested
that the Address-in-Reply debate was a
waste of time for the members who took
the opportunity to speak and for the
House itself.

1 do not think the honourable member
actually said that in so many words, but
I do feel it was more or less the sugges-
tion he made. It oceurs to me that what
the member for Pilbara said could, per-
haps, be a fact. A couple of weeks ago
an article appeared in one of the weekend
newspapers—and while I do not always
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agree with the ideas expressed in this
pa_rticular newspaper I felt that what it
said on this occasion might be valid—to
the effect that the ceremony concerned
with the opening of Parliament each year
constituted a waste of time and expense.
The newspaper added that the time and
expense directed to the Address-in-Reply
was also perhaps unwarranted. I am
afraid that I am inclined to lean g lttle
towards this view.

When I first came to this House I had
no idea of the actual proceedings of Par-
liment or how things would oberate. I
naturally thought that Parliament would
be opened sfier & general election when a
new Government was elected; that the
Governor would arrive and carry out the
opening, and so on. I did not for one
moment imagine that this ceremony of the
opening of Parliament would take place at
the beginning of each session. Although the
opening of Parliament does constitute a
social occasion, I doubt whether it serves
any real purpose.

We all know that on that particular day
the Governor generally indicates the legis-
lation that will be forthcoming for the
ensuing session of Parliament and he
might also make a short survey of what
actlon has been taken by the Government
in the previous year.

This is all it amounts to, If it is neces-
sary for us to be advised of any legislation
which the Government might consider
bringing forward, I feel sure this could
be done either by yourself, Mr Speaker, or,
possibly, by the Premier. I consider this
would be more than satisfactory.

I was intrigued by Kirwan Ward's
column in yesterday’s edition of the
Daity News in which he drew attention to
the fact that the members of the Senate
generally referred to the House of Repre-
sentatives as the other place. When I heard
that expression, like Kirwan Ward I
wondered where this other place was,
Kirwan Ward, of course, suggested where
this other place might be. This is the
sgrt of thing we ought to have a Jlook
at,

I wonder how many hours various mem-
bers have spent over the years speaking
on the Address-in-Reply, and I also
wonder what they have achieved by doing
50. I suggest it is a very costly exercise
both in time and in the financial expense
involved, particularly when we khow how
little is achieved by the time that is spent
on this debate.

On a couple of occasions the member
for Victoria Park criticised the hours of
sitting and suggested that these have been
more or less static for over 70 years, with
perhaps one alteration. I feel that the
debate on the Address-in-Reply, certainly
during the first session of Parliament—
that is when it is first opened—is tradi-
tional and this, of course, is all right. I
believe that if the Address-in-Reply debate
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could be dispensed with during the second
and third sessions of Parliament—and the
debate generally takes about three or four
weeks—that time could perhaps be spent
on other business and possibly the hours
of sitting could be reduced.

This might also help aveid another most
undesirable feature which oceurs towards
the end of the session when important
legislation 1s hurried through because we
are running out of time. Taking every-
thing into consideration, I wonder whether
the time we spend debating this motion
is really justified.

I am, of course, a comparatively new
member and, perhaps, I am saying the
wrong thing. My ideas might not be ac-
ceptable. I do feel, however, that these
matters should be given some consideration
to ensure that our time is spent wisely.
I feel that throughout this period members
could be equally well employed, if not
better employed, within their electorates
handling the affairs of their constituents.
It has been suggested that the debate
on the Address-in-Reply affords an oppor-
tunity for members to stand up and men-
tion some of the problems of their
electorates. ‘This, of course, is true,
because during this debate a member can
speak on any subject.

I have, however, listened to quite a few
of the speeches that have been made and
though no doubt the matters raised hy a
particular member are of interest to him
and to his electors, I do not think they
are of particular interest to the average
member in this House—at least, on many
occasions this appears to be the case;
members, generally, are not interested.

On the other hand it must be encourag-
ing to those members who speak to the
motion to know that at least the Hansard
reporting staff is most attentive which, of
course, is proved by the reports that are
made of our speeches. This could, per-
haps, give the member concerned some
satisfaction.

To give some indication of what I mean,
I could point out that the establishment
ol a senior high school in the Blackwood
area would be a very good thing. I could
talk at Ilength on the subject and indicate
why I think something should be done
along these lines. Although I might speak
at great length on the subject, I feel sure
that very little would be achieved.

Two years ago I brought up a matter
that concerned my electorate and though
1 did not expect much to be done about it
1 did say that in the Blackwood area there
was a number of small farmers who were
holding perhaps 260 acres or so and_who
were swrrounded by forest land. I pointed
out that the only hope they had of extend-
ing their holdings was to obtain more land.
Quite often the land in question is virtually
useless to the Forests Department. This
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is something, however, which the depart-
ment will not admit. There is great
justification for releasing some of this
land to the farmers in question so that
they might have an opportumity to carry
on and jncrease their holdings.

I am afraid, however, that the depart-
ment’s attitude is hardening rather than
softening in this connection, and I had
it said to me on occasion that farming
is on the way out, and s0 on. There
seems to be very little chance of getting
any of this forest land released.

Perhaps 1 am harping on this subject
too much and I trust I will be excused if
this is the case. However this is a subject
on which I intended to speak on this occa-
sion; and I refer, of course, to the number
of speakers who have stoed up in this
House over the years and who have spoken
on guestions of probate duty, road maint-
enance tax, and other matters which affect
their electorates. I do feel, however, that
the time spent on those speeches has not
heen justified and the members concerned
have not achieved the results they desired.

I am pleaged to see that after many
years of endeavour the fruit growers of
Preston Valley now have an irrigation
scheme. This is something they have
been seeking for many years. The Min-
ister for Works perfiormed the official
opening of the dam last December and
this took place at a most opportune time,
not only because there was a drought
throughout the State, but also because the
south-west portion, which usually has a
reliable rainfall, experienced one of the
driest seasons on record. Had ii not been
for the water available from this dam, the
orchards in that area would have suf-
fered dreadfully.

I understand there is a good chance of
8 second dam being built in the Preston
Valley irrigation scheme. It has been sug-
gested that this will be constructed at
Thompson Brook, and I hope that this is
where it will be situated.

A number of settlers in the area could
and would take advantage of an irrigated
water supply, and certainly this would
extend the scheme further doewn the river
towards Bunbury, the Argyle end of
Dannybrook.

The untiring efforts of the Boyup Brook
Shire Council are paying dividends inas-
much as Boyup Brook will have an assured
water supply. The people in that distriet
suffered considerably during the last
season. Gardens died and water restric-
tions were imposed until finally the iimit
was 10 gallons a day for domestic use. The
council has nowv raised a $200,000 lean and
will have the water piped 19 miles from
Hester Dam at PBridgetown to Boyup
Brook. Apart from its domestic use the
supply will be sufficient to enable an indus-
stry to be established in the not-too-
distant future. This was almost achieved
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a couple of years ago when & company
took an interest in Boyup Brook, but the
proposal fell through eventually mainly,
I understand, because of & lack of avail-
able water. Consequently those in Boyup
Brook feel very happy that they are
eventually to have an assured water
supply.

Boyanup has now been advised that it
will have a new school before the end of
this year to replace the original school,
which was built over 70 years ago.

I have mentioned a few achievements
which have been possible because of the
efforts of the organisations in the districts
concerned. These including fruitgrowers,
parents and citizens' associations, and the
Chamber of Commerce, and even the shire
council has come to the party. Whilst a
member of Parliament no doubt gives all
the assistance he possibly can, with regard
to many of the achievements he cannot
take a great deal of credit. Linking this
up with what I said earlier, I feel that a
member of Parlimment does not achieve
very much by standing on his feet and
talking for half an hour on the Address-in-
Reply every 12 months.

If I really believed for one moment
that, by standing up here and speaking,
I could assist the people in the Blackwood
electorate to overcome their problems and
have their needs attended to, I would
speak every moment I possibly could. But
this is not the case.

These problems are common at this time
to all farming communities, and all mem-
bers are aware of them. If I repeat them,
this will serve no useful purpose. Never-
theless, I would like to make one point.
A lot of criticism has been levelled at the
Government, the Premier, and the Min-
ister for Agriculture, who have all bheen
accused of being unsympathetic in regard
to these problems. However, such criti-
cism is unfounded and this is obvious
when we look at the rest of Australia.
Irrespective of the Government in office
and the political party to which the Min-
ister for Agriculture might belong, all
States are in the same situation. There-
fore, any criticism levelled at our Govern-
ment, the Premier, or the Minister for
Agriculture, concerning the present situa-
tion, is completely unfounded and, as yet,
I have not heard anyone submit an easy
solution to these problems.

I do not imagine that I have altered the
course of history by what I have said
today, but I felt I would like to raise
these points in order that they might be
given some consideration. The time al-
lotted to a member to speak on the
Address-in-Reply dehate is short. I know
that we are all anxious that this debate
ke concluded as sopon as possible, and
other members wish to avail themselves of
this opportunity to speak. I will therefore
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conclude by saying that the call today
everywhere is for more efficiency, whether
this be in farming or in business, although
farming is a business,. Our business is
government and this is probably the most
important of all business in the State.
Therefore we should study some of these
problems. Some of our procedure is tradi-
tional and up to & point it is desirable to
maintain tradition, but it can be overdone.
Perhaps we should look at ourselves and
ask whether we can become more efficient.

MR. TAYLOR (Cockburn) [3.35 pm.}):
Like the previous member I would like
to begin by welcoming the member for
Albany to this Chamber. I would say
that he has already shown his mettle and
maturity in this House, and I believe he
can look forward to a long term among us.

I was very interested in the remarks just
concluded by the previous speaker, and I
would like to commence my speech on this
occasion by assuring him that I agree 100
per cent., with his comments with regard
to the efforts of a member of Parliament
in this Chamber. In fact, only two days
ago it was my intention not to speak on
this debate,

When I entered this House my maiden
speech covered my electorate and the in-
dusirial sifuation which existed there. I
felt perhaps my remarks might have had
some weight and that I would have drawn
the attention of someone to what was then
a nice place in which to live and a place
which had at that time a very enviable
record of good industrial relations.

Last year I spoke on the Address-in-
Reply debate and I spoke about my elec-
torate on similar lines. During the Supply
Bill last year, I made reference at some
depth to the increase in industrial strife
throughout Australia and Western Aus-
tralia, and I attempted to make some
analysis of the situation. I also spoke on
the increasing crime rate and vandalism,
and on the unrest among teachers, police,
and others. I hoped that something might
eventuate following my speech.

Since that time perhaps the most
damaging industrial strike this State has
expertenced has taken place in my elec-
torate. I have seen the situation develop
to the stage where instead of good indus-
trial relations we now have bad industrial
relations; what was an area of trust
among the workers and employers is now
an area of distrust. The peoprle of the
area have lost confldence to some extent
in their community. They have also lost
confidence to some extent in officialdom
and in the Government. The strike is only
part of the reason, and what has happened
to Cockburn Sound, pollution-wise, is the
other.

Towards the end of last week I listened

to a speech by the member for Bunbury
who commented on industrial actlon, and
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this speech was followed on Tuesday by
somewhat similar words by the member
for Floreat who chided the Opposition to
accept a challenge of the member for
Bunbury to enter a debate concerning the
present industrial situation. This is what
prompted me to enter this debate, and I
want today to just put on record some
points with regard to the last major in-
dustrial actions which took place at
Kwinana, and try to submit some points
which I believe authority should well
. study in an attempt to help the industrial
situation. I hope my remarks will be quite
different from those of the two members
I have mentioned who, I felt, spoke without
depth or thought and who made no attempt
to utilise facts, or to analyse. They cer-
tainly made no attempt to submit ideas
which would assist to change the situation.

This is a most disappointing aspect in
a Chamber such as this, the members of
which represent the will of all the people.
One would expect the level of debate here
would not be reduced to the stage where
members would prejudge and would take
sides.

In an attempt to gauge the sincerity of
the two members to whom I have referred,
I would first like to quote one point made
by the member for Floreat. His speech
rested upon the following:—

I submit that if 14 per cent. interest
can be asked and obtained for loans on
real estate, even in a few cases this
undoubtedly is the result of fear of
serious inflation in the minds of people
—no matter how isolated the cases.
Such fear is not caused by the healthy
and balanced development of our
State; neither is it caused by the
stabilised—indeed, downturning—real
estate values. It can only be caused,
and is caused, by the exorbitant de-
mands for wage rises, backed by
strikes. Such wage rises are not based
on a corresponding increase in per
cupita production.

Then the member for Karrinyup inter-
jected—

They are due purely to the needs
of the worker himself.

The member for Floreat then continued—

This is what I am trying to point
out; that wage rises are against the
rules of economy and cause inflation
if they are not based on the per capita
increase in production.

Let us test the honourable member’s sin-
cerity. Unions can be deseribed by names
other than unions; they can be called
associations, federations, committees, and
what have you. We in this Chamber have
a union—the Rights and Privileges Com-
mittee. It is comprised of members only
within this Parliament. Like other unions
we elect our own office bearers. We do
not call them shop stewards, although that
is virtually what they are. We refer to
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them as the president, the vice president,
the secretary, and so on. We put forward
our claims to a tribunal, as other unions
do. The claim put forward by our union
is available for all members to see, and I
suggest the member for Floreat have a
look at it and examine it.

If the honourable member does that he
will see that the words used throughout
the document are identical in every
respect with those in submissions made
by unions in other spheres and under other
circumstances. In each case the submis-
sions come down to this one point: they
are a claim by members of a union—in
this case by members of Parliament in this
State—for wage justice and they are hased
completely on what we belleve to be the
needs of the worker and not on the capa-
city of the State to pay.

Without going into the pros and cons of
the whole matter, I make the point that 31
members in this Chamber, two years ago,
made submissions to their union that they
should receive a certain remuneration and,
as far as I can see, those submissions were
all based on the need of the worker rather
than the capacity to pay.

There can be a great danger in the sort
of debates we have in this House when
we have such ill-considered and inflam-
matory remarks as were passed by the
two members opposite to whom I have re-
ferred. I will add to my remarks in this
connection by quoting what appeared in
The Sunday Times of the 16th August.
The article appeared at page 141, and that
is about where I would expect to see it.
The heading is, “Strikes a danger to WA
Security,” and the article goes on to say—

The Director of the Employers'
Federation Mr. F. 8. Cross said this
in a blistering attack on unions yester-
day.

Mr. Cross said recent union action
had struck at the very foundations
on which the last decade’s develop-
ment had been builf.

He then went on to say that the strikes
were part of an overall communist plot
which gave the country’s enemies an
economic victory they were unable to
achieve on the battleficld—I presume he
was talking about Vietnam.

That sort of thing just does not get
us anywhere. I would expect the level of
the debates in this House to be on a
higher piane, and in this connection I
would refer to a statement that appeared
in The West Australian of the 25th July.
It illusirates the level on which I think our
debates ought to be. The quotation I want
to make is from the weekly service bulle-
tin of the Victorian Chamber of Manu-
factures. It reads as follows:—

“It would seem that many of to-
day’s adversaries in industrial negotia-
tions behave like 50 many spoilt
children,” the bulletin says.
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“Any sense of reasonable discussion
seems to have gone.”
Further on appears the following:—

“Somewhere along the line sanity
has to return to the negotiating table.

“Let us not delude ourselves that
the faults lie all in the one court.
They don't.

“Surely we can agree to share the
wealth of this country in a fair and
equitable manpner.”

Those statements came from an employers’
organisation, but it is the sort of attitude
that I would hope we would take In the
future in this House.

Mr. Fletcher: Hear, hear!

Mr. TAYLOR: As I said when I com-
menced my speech, I want to talk about
two matters today. Firstly, I want to
make some comments generally about
the last industrial strike at EKwihana—
this may be of interest to membhers—and
then continue with some ideas that
may be worth following if we want to try
to minimise such industrial action in the
future. As regards the strike at Kwinana,
the first point to note is the very high per-
centage of ex-overseas workers who took
part.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.02 p.m.

Mr. TAYLOR: Before the tea suspen-
sion I had commenced to put on record
the situation, as I saw it, in regard to the
recent industrial stoppages at Kwinana.
I make the point that this was one
of the longest periods of industrial unrest
that we have known in this State. I
express the hope that some lessons can
be learnt from those events to avoid a
recurrence of suech a situation. I now want
to enumerate about half a dozen points
which I believe worthy of mentfion, in
order to throw some light on the back-
ground to the industrial unrest that de-
veloped at that time.

The first point is the high percentage
of overseas personnel involved in those
strikes. Members will better appreciate
the background if they reallse the fact
that at one major establishment in
Kwinsna 60 per cent. of the wages force
is from the United Kingdom, 15 per cent.
is from continental Europe, and only 25
per cent. is Australian, of which a fair
percentage is from the Eastern States.
The Western Ausiralian component at
that works is In the vicinity of 20 per cent.

In looking at the reasons for strikes and
how they develop, one must therefore take
into account the very high proportion of
new arrivals to this country who have not
found what they expected here. At a
second major establishment in the area,
40 per cent, of the wages staff is from the
United Kingdom, 10 per cent. is from
continental Europe, and 50 per cent. is
Australian, At a third company that had
a long strike, 40 per cent. of the work
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force was from the United Kingdom, 30
per vent. was from continental Europe, and
30 per cent. was Australian. Again, of
the 3¢ per cent. of Australians a fair pro-
portion came from the Eastern States.

It can be seen that these strikes in-
cluded many people who had been in
this country a relatively short time—
people who had come here expecting
something better than they had left and
a better way of life, but who, within a few
years of ariving here had taken this
action to express their dissatisfaction with
what was transpiring. The figures are
even more illuminating when we find that
the 30 per cent. continental European
component at the establishment involved
in the major strike came from 30 differ-
ent nations. They were the people who
were out on strike.

The second point which may be of
interest to the member for Bunbury-—who
is not here—is that all the major in-
dustries in the area are closed shops; that
is, unions have the right to insist on the
workers joining the unions. The member
for Bunbury thought that was deplorable,
It is a fact, however, that in the largest
union within the company that had the
major strike, only 150 of the 481 employ-
ees who could be in the union belonged to
it. Only 30 per cent. of those who could
be in the union were in fact in the union.
Overall, seven unions were involved in
this industrial dispute which went on for
many weeks. Approximately 50 per cent.
of the workers belonged to unions and 50
per cent, were non-unionists. This is in
a situation where the union has the right
to ask the employer to dismiss a worker if
he will not join the union, That is there-
fore an indication that the unlons were not
in any way pressurising the workers in-
volved in the Industrial action in that
area.

Mr, Jamieson: It is also an indication
that the member for Bunbury did not
know what he was talking about.

Mr, TAYLOR: Thirdly, seven unions
were involved, the largest of which is con-
sidered to be a very moderate union by any
standards.

Fourthly, before the major strike took
place, negotiations had been conducted
for seven weeks before a stop work meet-
ing was held. This is the only section
in which I will involve strike detail, be-
cause this is a matter for arbitration, but
it Is interesting to note that agreement
could only be reached for a 3 per cent. in-
crease in wages which, for the then bonus
of $7.50, would have meant a rise of 20¢
a week.

A further point is that the demands for
action eame from the men and not from
the unions. The strikes were led by the
rank and flle members of the unions. I
attended almost every strike meeting. I
stood in the hall and at outside meetings,
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listening to the men. I felt the tension that
was engendered there. I heard the men's
remarks to the union officials, and some-
times the remarks were critical. At one
of the major industries the six strike
leaders, or shop stewards, who had been
elected by the men comprised two Aus-
tralians, two from the United Kingdom,
one Austrian, and one Yugoslay. The
Austrian was the leader. Certainly, in
the major strike the leader of the strike
was from the Eastern States, as was also
his deputy. It is about the deputy that I
would like to comment now,

This particular man was employed by
the Government in New South Wales. He
answered an advertisement for workers in
the industrial area at Kwinana. He was
advised that there would be good educa-
tion and housing facilities, and he was
shown a photograph of a State Housing
Commission home of a type that he might
expect to move into eventually. So he
came to Western Australia. He was ac-
commodated in company premises for
many months and finally moved not into
a house but into a State Housing Commis-
sion flat {n an industrial area, where he
had flats on both sides of him and a flat
above him. He is a shift worker, often
sleeping during the day. His two daught-
ers attended a high school and were fry-
ing to do homework under noisy conditions.
His wife had a nervous breakdown and a
doctor’s certificate was presented request-
ing a single home, but to no avail. He
became a leader in a strike movement.

In all the strikes in the area the walk-
out was virtually 100 per cent. The wages
work forces of the companies invoived
consist of something like 780, 840, and 633
men, which, as they all walked out, is an
indication of the feeling there. There
were even intimations that sometimes the
attitude of the men was encouraged by
minor staff at the industrial establish-
ments, who expressed wonder at how long
the men had put up with the conditions.

Three lessons emerged from the strike,
and they should be noted. The first thing
was the tremendous solidarity of the men
and their excellent organisation. The
organisation of the strike commitiee was
written up at length by the Press and
discussed on television. It was a resolute
body of men.

The next thing to be noted was the atti-
tude of women in the area. They took an
unprecedented place in the strike move-
ment to assist their menfolk. It is also
very important to note that $55,000 was
collected by afiliated unions to support the
men in the major strike. I am told that
that sum of money is an Australian record
for such a collection.

I have not attempted to analyse the
cause of the strike—that would be be-
yond me here—but I make these points
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and put them on record as indica-
tions of the attitude of mind of the people
lving and working in the Kwinana area.
It is pointless for anyone who works in
St. George's Terrace or elsewhere to brush
off a strike situation such as existed and
try to blame it on a handful of provokers
and communists. It is a real and major
problem, and we must quickly learn the
lesson because this State has become an
industrial one and such things should not
be permitted to develop in the future.

Mr. Bickerton: If farmers had the same
organisation they would not be in the
position they are in now.

Mr. TAYLOR: In looking at the back-
ground of the strike, and some of the
reasons for it, I would like to list a numher
of other points which I think are worth
recording. Firstly, there is a continuing
fear among the men of & lessening of the
value of their pay packets. They are com-
mitted for housing and hire-purchase and,
rightly or wrongly, they wonder about
their abllity to continue to0 meet these
commitments over a long time. The down-
turn in wages and the upturn in prices
over the last year or so have tended to
increase these fears.

There is a growing realisation that
overtime pavments can noc longer be
regardcd as money for extras but have
beccme necessary for life. These indus-
tries are relatively new, as are the indus-
tries in the north, and I believe the same
situation will develon in the north. While
men will work, initially, for overtime for
extra money, once they realise that over-
time is a necessity and that they must
work those hours continuously in order
to obtain that money, the attitude changes
and becomes fertile ground for industrial
unrest.

My next point on this maftter is the
lessening of contentment with continuous
overtime and what has become known as
the “48-plus hours per week.” The wife
of a constituent of mine attemnted suicide.
This wage earner was receiving good
money for working long shifts and long
hours at his place of employment at
Kwinana. On the orders of his wife’s doctor
he relinquished this job and took on an-
other one working eight hours a day five
days a week at a wage which was approxi-
mately half the amount he was bringing
home when working at his previous job.
His wife, as a result of having her husband
home with her for loneer periods, soon
made a complete recovery.

Recently I had a telephone eall from a
father asking me what I could do to assist
his daughter who travelled daily to her
place of employment in Fremantle for a
return of something like $16 a week. She
was paying roughly $4 a week in fares. She
travelled by bus to and from her home,
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and because she works a little way out
of Fremantle she was away from her home
for a period of ahout 12 hours per day.

The workers concerned are also residents
in an aresa which, after 20 years of exist-
ence and 10 years of exceptional growth,
still lacks the necessary facilities and re-
finements that should be enjoyed by a
stable community. For example, the new
shopping centre is not even under way,
and the high school still includes about
14 prefabricated classrooms. This state
of affairs has contributed to a growth
of delinquency. I can cite an ex-
ample of this which concerns child-
ren who reside in the electorate of
Dale. They are obliged to travel to
school by bus, leaving their homes be-
fore 8 am. and then having to wait
around for about an hour before being
able to enter the Kwinana High School.
Recently, during this hour, the children
concerned pgot into mischief and last
Tues;iay they had to appear before the
court.

There is still a hospital to be built in
the Kwinana area; in fact, we are still
awaiting a decision in regard to it.

Finally, I consider that we are now faced
with a sociological problem in the Kwinana
area. In my opinion, among the large
number of workers that have come to this
State from overseas, there is a feeling of
lack of recognition and a lack of identity.
Therefore they are continually striving
to estabhlish themselves in the community,
which is itself struggiing, and this situa-
tion provides fertile ground for the crea-
tion of industrial strife.

I am not sure what can be done about
these matters, but when we line them up
with other disruptions that have occurred
within our community in the last few years,
it is imperative that something be done. I
have already given evidence of some of
them, and any member who is interested
can look up the report of the speech I
made during the debate on the Supply Bill
last year. I said then that there was not
only industrial unrest occurring in this
State, but also there was an increase in
crime, vandalism, car stesling and mili-
" fancy among all classes of public servants,
school teachers, nurses, housewives and
others, All this unrest indicates to me
the change which is becoming evident in
our society, and which must be recognised
by the only people who can do anything
about it; namely, the Government and the
members of this House,

As I have sald, I am not quite sure of
the answers to these problems, but I will
try to be constructive and put forward
one or two ideas which may be of assist-
ance. In some way or another there has
to be & greater indication from those in
authority as to where the solution may
lie. Perhaps this could be achieved by a
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greater degree of honest talk from Gov-
ernments, or a greater degree of frank-
ness. I admit that this could prove to
be very difficult for any political group,
but obviously these are the steps that
must be taken. However, it could well be
achieved by the members in this Chamber.

It is time for us to tell the people where
they stand in the community. It is time
that we regularly came forward with a re-
port on the progress we are making, or a
recognition of our lack of progress in cer-
tain directions. We should be frank and
deal with our shortcomings and compli-
ment the mentality of members of the pub-
lic by acknowledging our failures and ex-
plaihing how long and how hard the
struggle will be to rectify them. We should
be honest with the people and point out
the mistakes we have made as well as the
successes we have achieved.

I believe there is, in regard to the func-
tions of government, a need for a complete
rethink, or a possible reorganisation of
departments such as the Department of
Labour, and of the machinery of the In-
dustrial Arbitration Commission. There
is no doubt that in the last few years our
social structure has changed considerably.
The work force has changed radically. I
have already pointed out that roughly 70
per cent. of those who went on strike in
the Ewinana area were workers who came
from overseas; who came to this State
seeking a better life hut apparently failed
to find it.

They also came to this State with cer-
tain customs which had been developed in
their country of origin. For instance, the
English system of shop stewards is com-
pletely different from ours, and it is a
system that should be examined. The num-
ber of continental people among our work
force is also growing, and there is certainly
much greater mobility within the work
force. The young men are becoming the
leaders in industrial unrest. Those who ob-
tained their education in the post-war
yvears are far better educated than the men
of my generation, or those bhefore us.
Those young workers have had a far bet-
ter education than many of their em-
ployers or superiors, even though they may
be employed in jobs which in thelr nature
are not as demanding as those of their
superiors.

Nevertheless, the education of these
young people has progressed, assisted by
television, radio, and newspapers. They
have come to be a force that should be
recognised. In fact there has to be a
growing awareness that we are all workers.
There is no longer a section that is “they”
and another section that is “we.” A word
of warning was sounded the other day by
the financial editor of The West Austra-
lian. He predicted that by 1980 there will
not be, within Western Australia, one
major company that is wholly Western
Australian owned. Therefore all of us



[Thursday, 27 August, 1970.1

in this State are becoming workers at one
level or another. Very few of us are
proprietors or owners and, in adopting an
attitude towards the work force, which
includes all categories from civil engineers
to workers on lower levels, we must per-
haps look at industry and industrial un-
rest from a point of view that considers
any adverse effect upon the community.

Also, in recent years communities have
been created relying on only one industry,
and this is a growing trend that is devel-
oping not only in the north and places like
Kambalda, but also at places such as
Collie and Pinjarra. Mention was also
made of the community that may spring
up in the area of Jerramungup; and there
is a growing awareness that such com-
munities are more important than the in-
dustries in those places, Some rethinking
should be done in regard to our attitude
towards the people who work in these
areas. We should take steps to protect
the welfare of such communities.

I would also point to the fact that there
is a growing tendency in indusfry and
commerce for managers to be drawn from
overseas and the Eastern States to fill the
vacancies that occur in managerial posi-
tions in Western Australia. These men
remain in this State for a relatively short
time, and it must be conceded that their
thinking 1s more likely to be influenced
from their place of origin or from the
head office of the company for which they
work; and, more often than not, the
head office is not within this State.

Such & situation is remarkably evident
in the Kwinana area. There, those in
charge of management of the various
companies are of the highest integrity and
I look upon many of them as friends. But
nonetheless they have gained their expe-
rience in places other than Western Aus-
tralia, and so, naturally, their responsibi-
lities and interests lie elsewhere.

Mr. Court: You are overlooking the
fact that there has to be a starting point
in everything in encouraging capital to
come to this State. We must accept the
fact that these men will be appointed
managers for a short time at least,

Mr. TAYLOR: This trend has been con-
tinuing for approximately 10 years, and
instead of appointing Western Australians
as managers of these companies, those
responsible are still seeking men from the
Eastern States and overseas to fill these
positions.

Mr. Court: In the north there is hardly
a foreigner in a senior position. I regard
somebody from Melbourne, Sydney, Bris-
bane, or Adelaide, as an Australian.

Mr. Jamieson: That is doubtful.

Mr. Court: The member for Cockburn
apparently does not.

Mr. TAYLOR: My point is that it should
be a policy of the various companies to
appoint Western Australians to these
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managerial positions instead of bringing
men from overseas and the Eastern States
to fill the vacancies.

I now wish to refer fo unlons and the
part they play in industry. I do not
think there are too many people who
realise the important work that is per-
formed by representatives of unions. They
work under tremendous pressure. They
often do not have any organisation which
can provide them with adequate research
facilities, or the staff to foster public rela-

tions and to serve the union members. The

unions certainly do not have the money
for advocates to match those of great
industrial organisations.

In my experience this point has been
made in this House by the Leader of the
Opposition. I also raised it myself on at
least one occasion, and in my opinfon it
must become the responsibility of gov-
ernment to assist trade union leaders by
providing scholarships, bursaries, or edu-
cational foundations so that union execu-
tives can equip themselves to the degree
that they can more adequately represent
the members of the union to which they
belong.

If the Government made money avail-
able for such a purpose, in my opinion it
would be well spent and, in itself, would
prove to be of great assistance in redueing
téhetincidence of industrial unrest in our

tate.

I have another suggestion to make,
but I doubt whether it will be acceptable
to members on the other side of the House.
I refer to a trend which I believe is de-
veloping in Europe; that is, the closer re-
lationship that is growing between the em-
ployee and the owner, or the worker and
the manager; in other words, worker par-
ticipation in management.

I raised this matter by asking a ques-
tion of the Minister for Labour on the
4th September, 1968, and his answer was
as follows:;—

Apart from the fact that the com-
mitments of the Department of
Labour are such that it would be diffi-
cult to allocate an officer to under-
take the research suggested, it is con-
sidered that worker participation in
management in private industry is
outside the responsibility of Govern-
ment.

I would now like to draw the attention
of the House to an article which appeared
in The West Australian on the 25th July,
1968. Two extracts taken from it will per-
haps emphasise the point I wish to make.
They are as follows:—

West Germany's two main political
parties, the Socialists and the Chris-
tian Dernocrats,—

This party is the equivalent of the conser-
vative or Liberal Party in this State.
Continuing—
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——are both evolving plans to give the

country’s working population a much

greater say in industrial management.
Further down the article appears the
following:—

The Christian Democrats have
already come out with detailed pro-
posals, to be discussed at the party's
federal congress in West Berlin early
in November, which are aimed at
establishing a completely new kind of
company law.

This law will apply to "industrial
giants,” defined as companies with a
minimum of 20,000 employees and a
minimum tuarnover of $2,142,900 a
year.

Under the Christian Democratic
proposals such firms would be gov-
erned by a public industrial assembly
consisting of shareholder represen-
tatives, employees and government
officials with votes and seats in the
proportion of 40-40-20. ‘This ratio
could be changed to 45-45-10.

Towards the end of the article this para-
graph appears—

The Christian Democratic social
committees have also suggested that
worker-management participation
should be strengthened by broadening
the rights of existing works councils
representing the interests of employees
in a factory.

This article is followed by a letter which
was published in The West Australiean on
2nd August, 1968, and a small extract from

this is worth quoting. It reads as
follows:—
I suggest that the topic be further
explored.

With these words the writer was referring
to th. article from which I have just
quotec extracts. Continuing—

Thanks to a German government
scholarship I had the opportunity to
visit a major steel plant in Ober-
hausen, near Essen, in March this
year. Like many other big concerns
in West Germany, it operated under
a system of joint shareholder and
employee management imposed by
government legislation.

Though several mergers with other
companies had taken place to reduce
cost, largely through manpower sav-
ings, policies were evolved which pre-
vented the redundant employees from
being thrown out into the street.
‘There were periods of tensions, mainly
due to these mergers, but not one hour
of production had heen lost due to
strikes since the plant began operat-
ing after the war,

It seems that the West Germans
have already evolved and are further
improving a successful compromise
between traditional capitalism and
socialism,
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It is probable that other Western
nations will soon begin moving in the
same direction.

It appears, therefore, that at least in West
Germany an attempt is being made to
bring about a closer relationship between
worker and management.

I do not think there is anything wrong
in conducting, now, an investigation into
the attitudes that exist between workers
and management within industry with a
view to creating a situation better than the
one with which we are faced at present.
After all, it is not very many years ago
when the people at large were considered
to be incapable of managing their own
affairs, and the Government apparently
was held in very select hands.

At that time any suggestion that the
man in the street could play his part in
politics and have a vote was not considered
to be feasible; but since then this change
has heen introduced, and it has worked.
Today we find that every man capably
exercises his vote and has a voice in the
government of the country.

I cannot see why the suggestion to give
employees a place in management, the
opportunity to express their points of view,
and the chance to hear the views of the
other side cannot work. If they are given
this opportunity they will be able to take
back to their fellow workers the views of
the management. I believe this could well
lead to a lessening of industrial tension as
in West Germany. Certainly it is worth
the effort to try it here.

I did not intend to speak in the debate
on the Address-in-Reply, because I was not
confident that my words would do any-
thing else but fill several pages of Hansard.
However, as mentioned I was stung by the
remarks of two members on the other side
of the House. If I achieve nothing else by
speaking in this debate I will at least have
on record the points I have just made. I
hope that my comments will be read by
some members, and that some action per-
haps will be taken in relation to them in
the future.

I will conclude by quoting from the re-
marks of two members on the opposite side
who took part in this debate. These were
the only sections of any value. The first
comment was made by the member for
Bunbury who included this gem in his
contribution—

If the average worker is well treated
he will be fair.

I agree with him completely. The next
comment I guote is from the cantribution
made by the member for Floreat who
said—

The proper and lasting solution in
economic matters Is to induce people
to do or not to do something by creat-
ing circumsteances to which they
react as human nature would natu-
rally react.
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I could not agree with him more,

Finally, T wish to quote Mr. George
Cattell, the Director of Manpower and
Productivity Services in the Ministry of
Labour of the United Kingdom, who said—

There are far too mahy managers
who forget that they are responsible
for the most unpredictable, most
maddening, most adaptable and most
important industrial resource we have
—people,

Because we are managers, too, that re-
mark applies also to the members of this
House. I hope we will keep that point
before us in the future.

MRE. RUSHTON (Dale) [434 pm.]: It
is my pleasure to support the motion before
the House moved so ably by the member
for Mirrabooka. It is also my pleasure to
join with others in congratulating the
newly elected member for Albany. Various
points in his contribution have been covereqd
by the Minister for Lands, the immediate
past speaker, and the member for Stirling.
1t was my intention to outline the facts in
relation to the Albany Hospital, because
they are well known to me. If the member
for Albany is aware of those facts I am
sure he will reconsider his attitude, and
in this regard I hope the sound philosophy
of the late member for Albany will rub off
on him. To coin a phrase, when is a cen-
sure motion not & censure motion when
moved by the member for Albany?

I join with other members in extending
sympathy to the relatives of former stal-
warts of this House on their untimely
passing since the House last met. I knew
two of those members well. The first was
the late Hon. A. F. Watts, who was the
member representing a town where X
attended school. He was held in very high
regard, and he certainly played an im-
portant part in the political life and in the
development of this State.

The second was the previous member for
Albany, the late Mr., Jack Hall, who in
his last days was & patient in a hospital
in my electorate. There I visited him a
number of times, and for him I had the
highest respect. This is not to say that T
do not also have the highest respect for
the other former members who have passed
on; it is merely that I did not know them
s0 well.

I would now like to mention very briefly
several visits which we were privileged to
make in the last parliamentary recess. We
are all indebted to the Minister for Indus-
trial Development and fo the officers of his
department for arranging a visit to Pin-
jarra and Jarrashdale. At Pinjarra we
found a spund demonstration of decentral-
isation, and observed that the objectives
of this Government showed up in g very
creditable way. I am sure the development
in the Pinjarra area will be a catalyst for
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further development in the south-west.
Irrespective of our political affiliations, X
think we all wish the development that
is taking place there to proceed success-
fully, and we would like the development
to ipread right down through the south-
west,

On the way back from thet trip we
visited Jarrahdale where we saw the efforts
that are being made towards reforestation.
This has still some way to go, and we all
lock for sound results from this effort. It
was, indeed, encouraging to see the results
that had been achieved up to that time,
and I am sure we will all be watching very
keenly the future progress.

Members of Parliament were also
afforded the opportunity to visit the north-
west. On the previous occasion when a
similar trip was arranged 1 was not
privileged to participate, and therefore on
this oceasion I obtained a great deal of
information about the north-west which
I did not have before. Some four years
ago I, together with other members of
Parliament, participated in a private trip
as far as Port Hedland. The developments
which have taken place from that time
until our last visit were tremendous, It
shows that our State is becoming a unified
whole, The people of the north are build-
ing a new destiny.

In the course of an address given by the
Minister for Industrial Development it was
pointed out that vital assistance still re-
mained to be extended in respect of educa-
tion, water supplies, and power. The State
in ohe way or another must provide
these services and necessities. ‘This
has been very ably pointed out by the
member for Kimberley. Education is vital
to the people in the north. Today the
people there are no longer isolated north-
westers, as they were fondiy known in the
past. They are now ordinary citizens of the
State, just as are the people in the
southern part of the State. The people of
the north require the normal amenities of
life, adequate education for their children,
and other essential needs. Therefore, it is
a challenge to the State to ensure that the
people of the north receive these facilities
within a reasonable time.

In these days we hear many comments
on the tremendous developments in the
north; and these are recognised by every
citizen of the 8tate. Fortunately, this
Government has had the courage and the
tenacity to pursue its worth-while objec-
tive. Unfortunately, we have seen a down-
turn in the agricultural industry, which
was a stalwart of the State in past years,
and which had carried the tremendous
burden of the State’s economy. If the
Government had not progressed in the way
it has, and had not taken steps to preserve
the State’s economic stability, I am sure
that today we would find s tremendous
amount of unemployment.
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This Government, some years ago, had
the courage to put its shoulder to the
wheel, and to make the very commendable
effort it did to encourage people to go to
:lﬁetnorth. The Government is still doing

at.

Members of Parliament participated in
& different kind of tour arranged by the
Minister for Housing and officers of the
commission. This was a pleasant tour,
and we had the opportunity firsthand to
observe the calibre of the men who were
working on the projects. The two devel-
opments which stood out in my mind were,
firstly, the project at Orelia. This is a
type of development which could well be
repeated in other localities. Here we saw
an integration of all strata of the com-
munity and all income groups. The hon-
ourahle member who has just spoken re-
ferred to the shopping facilities. At Orelia
we saw the temporary shopping facilities
moving in.

In this respect I would like to make one
observation. In my view town planners
and local authorities which plan large
housing developments In isolated areas
which have no immediate shopping
facilities should ensure that temporary
shopping facilities are provided until such
time as permanent facilities can be es-
tablished in the areas.

The other ecircumstance which clearly
impressed itself on my mind was that the
State Housing Commission was very de-
pendent on the provision of services for
the development of houses. This brings
me to a suggestion I wish to make: we
need a co-ordinator or expediter—one with
experience in land development and with
a structure such as the Director of Trans-
port behind him—to clear the pipe-
line of obstacles, and to ensure that the
large and small developer is given every
opportunity to develop at speed and with-
out hindrance. This co-ordinator could
make contact direct with Government
departments; and he could take any issue
direct to the Government. Such an ap-
pointment would bring tremendous re-
wards, in that land would become avail-
able on the market as quickly as possible.

Another observation and example which
lends itself to this question relates to sub-
division of land at Karragullen that could
be effected. This might be considered to be
a side issue, but there is land in that local-
ity which could be subdivided into half-
acre lots. A plan has been drawn up for the
development of the land, but apparently
the obstacle is the lack of a reticulated
water supply. The existing water supply
would be a long way from Xarragullen;
possibly at Pickering Brook, Roleystone or
Kangaroo Gully, It is unreasonable to
suggest that water as far away as
those places should be connected to Karra-
gullen to enable a small number of blocks
to be made available.
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I believe that no harm would be done
to permit the subdivision of some classes of
land into building blocks without the avail-
ability of a reticulated water supply. These
blocks could rely on rain water tanks. If
this type of development is permitted to
enable a small number of blocks to be
made available in sultable surroundings,
then people who are desirous of living in
a quiet and delightful environment will be
able to acquire the blocks. Many people
would choose to live in such a situation.

As an example, I cite the action taken
by the Minister for Lands, who took the
bit between his teeth, and this enabled a
subdivision at Forrestdale to be put into
effect. Some people might claim that
this land is not within the urban zone
or the Cannington-Armadale corridor.
Sinece this action by the Minister for
Lands we have seen blocks in that locality
being sold for $1,700, Some of the pur-
chasers of these blocks have built good
types of homes on them already. Of course,
in this subdivision all the necessary ser-
vices have been provided.

However, in my opinion subdivisions of
land in suitable locations should be per-
mitted, although the necessary services
are not available. This would lead to more
blocks being placed on the market. Steps
should be taken to ensure that farmlets
are encouraged in rural areas. Under the
present policy this form of landholding
could come to an end. It is claimed there
are many of these farmlets, but in my
view they are often located in the wrong
places.

These holdings have been in existence
since the beginning of the State, and in
my electorate they are located in Arma-
dale, Kelmscott, and the foothills; but
nowadays one would be lucky o find one
for sale.

If my suggestion for the appointment of
a co-ordinator is adopted the burden will
be taken off the shoulders of the commit-
tee which is now charged with the re-
sponsibility for land subdivision. The
people who are appointed to this com-
mittee are busy men, and they do not
have much free time to deveote to issues
of land development.

The last visit I wish to mention gel'ates
to the work that is done by the Civilian
Maimed & Limbless Association. Although
I was aware of what it was doing, I was
amazed at the extent and diversity of the
work of these people; and certainly their
dedication is quite obvious. I do not have
a great knowledge of their needs because
they are so independent. They have faced
up to their past and their future with
courage, but it would be a most desirable
situation if the State could lend a helping
hand in the purchase of additional land.
Those people would like to extend their
activities into wheelchair production. As
is known, they manufacture maost
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of the aids required by the civilian maimed
and limbless. I think the Treasury should
lock at this situation to see if some help
could be given.

Mr, Mensaros: The CGovernment is giv-
ing some support now.

Mr. RUSHTON: That is so. However,
I have never seen such a courageous hody
of independent people.

I would now like to refer to the Gov-
ernor’s Speech. Members will be aware
that, when the Leader of the Opposition
commenced his speech on the Address-in-
Reply, he had the following to say:—

There is nothing in the Speech to
enthuse over at all. As a matter of
fact, it is one of the most flat and
uninspiring Speeches that I have read
since I have been in Parllament. The
Speech sugegests to me a paucity of
ideas in the minds of Ministers. The
Government 1s finding the going tough,
and much of what it has claimed in
the Governor's Speech {5 without sub-
stance; some of it Is completely in
errTor.

I would also like to refer to the Governor’s
Speech and bring to the notice of the
Leader of the Opposition—for whom I
have every respect—some of the comments
contained therein. I think the Leader of
the Opposition would have been delighted
and enthusiastic if he had been on the
Government. side of the House when the
Governor made his Speech, The Governor
commenced by saying—

Western Australia continues to hold
its position as the State with the
fastest rate of population growth in
Australia. Its growth rate is almost
twice the natlonal average.

I am sure there Is nothing to be ashamed
of in that statement. As I said, I am sure
the Leader of the Opposition would most
certainly have liked to have been in gov-
ernment during that growth. The Governor
continued—

A continued high rate of capital in-
vestment has been responsible for
further rapid growth and employment.

Surely employment is our greatest require-
ment, and this is something we should be
delighted with, To continue—

However, the State’s economy has
been affected by drought . . .

We have all heard references to the
drought, and it is something which the
Government of today is unable to control.
However, the Government gives as much
attention and assistance as is possible, and
the effects of the drought should not be
exploited by the Opposition. The Governor
also referred to lower wool prices, and the
need to impose wheat quotas. Those are

(e

465

two unfortunate facts and we all agree
that we would like to see & change. The
Governor continued—

The comblnation of all three has
lowered the State’s farm income by at
least $80,000,000, with consequent
adverse effects upon industries geared
to service the agricultural sector.

I find this a pretty lmportant statement.
It 1s a sad statement, and one we cannot
consider as being of no great moment, At
a }gt.er stage of his Speech the Governor
sajd—

During the past year the upward
trend in land prices in the metropoli-
tan area has been checked and the
Government will continue to seek
means to maintain the stable situation
that has been reached.

I would suggest that we consider this to
be of the utmost importance; and I think
the people of Western Australia alsec con-
sider it to be of the utmost importance
that such a result has been achieved, The
Governor further stated—

The economic repercussions of major
developments such as the Robe River
Iron Ore Project in the Pilbara;
Alcoa's new Alumina Project at Plne-
jarra; and the proposed Amax Bauxite
and Alumina Project in the Kim-
berleys will be felt throughout the
entire State.

A few years ago such development would
have been the highlight of the year, but
now it is the usual. However, it is very
important to Western Australla. The
Governor also sald—

Increasing emphasis is being placed
on the policy of processing mineral
resources prior to export.

We would all agree that this is of the ut-
most importance, not only because of em-
ployrment opportunities, but because of the
economlc return to the State. The Gover-
nor further stated—

Notable advances made by the
manufecturing sector over recent
years were maintained durlng 1968-

. 69 when the volume of production in-
creased by 14% to $440,000,000,

I do not know that anyone could say that
that was other than a tremendous advance.
To continug——

Substantial growth was also evident
during 1969 when exporte overseas
reached $600,000,000. This represented
179% of the national total and high-
lights the growing contribtition that
Western Australla is making towards
Australia’s export income.

I think we have already recognised the
value of export income, and the effeet it
has on the economy of the whole of Aus-
tralia. This growth has taken place despite
the downturn in agricultural exports, and
this is a grand achjevement,
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The Governor also referred to the com-
pletion of the Western Australlan section
of Eyre Highway—something we have
looked forward to for many years—and
the completion of the Irdigan Pacific rail-
way. Those are two marked achlevements.

The Speech also refers to capital ex-
penditure on education where something
in the vicinity of $14,000,000 was spent on
capital investment, and $55,000,000 on
revenue expenditure. Teachers have TIe-
ceived increased salaries, and tremendous
progress has been made in the building of
new schools. The Governor continued—

Western Australia’s hospital and
general health services have been de-
veloped to the stage where they rank
smong the hest in Australia.

I do not think anybody disputes that state-
ment; surely that is an achievement,

The Speech contains reference to the de-
velopment of our water resources in West-
ern Australla. I think it was the member
for Canning who spoke about the necessity
for providing adequate water in the future.

And so the Speech goes on, and 1t refers
to the power station at Kwinana, which is
another highlight; and there is mention
of the intention to sink the railway in the
centre of Perth. There has been much
comment on that particular subject. The
sinking of the railway will be of tremen-
dous benefit to the City of Perth, and the
result will be something of which Western
Australians will be proud.

The Governor also referred to the fact
that appropriate action is being taken to
establish a conservation ministry, This is
something which is vital and necessary to
our future, and I think most people
woud agree that the formation of
such s ministry will not only be popular,
but that it is also essential, We have to
have regard to all aspects of conservation
and this is a matter we will waich very
closely. A conservation ministry is essential,
and its formation will be a vital step
forward.

I am sure we would all disagree with the
Leader of the Opposition when he says
that the Governor's Speech was the most
flat and uninspiring Speech he had ever
read. I do not wish to concentrate on the
remarks of the Leader of the Oppasition
because, as I have sald, with his past ex-
perience and his dedication, I have every
respect for him. However, the Leader of
the Opposition had the temerlty to in-
volve members on this side of the House
in some of his deliberations relating to
the control of the party. I sympathise with
the Leader of the Opposition. I am sure
that if he were In government he would
not like ta be {n the same situation regard-
ing direction, and regarding conscience,

Mr. Davies: You rely on direction rather
than conscience.
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Mr. RUSHTON: The Leader of the Op-
position mentioned that Sir David Brand
announced that the voting on the Liquor
Bill would be non-party. This is something
which should be taken with a pinch of salt
because we know that during the debate on
the Ligquor Bill there was a direction from
the Oppositlon on the voting with regard
to a couple of clauses. If that Is sincerity
then it is most disturbing.

Mr. Brady: What was the point you were
making about direction?

Mr. RUSHTON: Direction in relation to
the interpretation of the control of dis-
turbances in hotels. The direction was
quite obvipus from the voting. It is cer-
tainly disturbing to think that this oc-
curs when we youngsters to politics tend
to accept what is said in good faith.

Mr. Brady: Who gave the direction?

Mr. RUSHTON: That is what I would
like to know.

Mr. Brady: I think it is a figment of
your imagination.

Mr. RUSHTON: Did the direction come
from down the street, somewhere? We on
this side of the House believe in the in-
dividual as a free man who has initiative
and responsibility. It is obvious where we
stand. -

Mr, Brady: How many of your members
opposed the liquor interests?

Mr. RUSHTON: Our consciences and
principles were followed on every vote.

Mr. Brady: Yes, by about two members,

Mr, RUSHTON: The members on this
side of the House were truly free in their
deliberations. This has applied not only
on the Liquor Bill; I have been free to
vote whichever way 1 desired on matters
of conscience. The individual is important
on this side of the House and it is ludi-
crous to suggest that we were under direc-
tion.

Mr. Brady: You vote under direction.

Mr. RUSHTON: I would now like to
refer to a matier raised by the member
for Cockburn. It comes back to the
question of what is right and what is
wrong. I think it is timely that the Prime
Mininster hes asnnounced that he will
take action to curb destructive protests.
We on this side of the House believe in the
rule of law, and the freedom of opinion.
Under it there is freedom for the nation
and for all men and wemen. Democracy
depends upon self discipline, obedience to
the law, and the honest administration of
the law.

Mr. Jamieson: I suppose you would take
action against the doctors when they re-
presented their objections to the Federal
Government.

Mr. RUSHTON: I am saying that the

people of Western Australia would be
very happy that a responsible attitude is
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being taken with regard to destructive
disturbances and interference with people’s
lives and property.

Mr. Jamieson: Do not doctors disturb
all our lives by their attitude to the Fed-
eral Goverment?

Mr. RUSHTON: In which way?

Mr, Jamieson: By making their repre-
sentations to the Federal authorities.

Mr. RUSHTON: I think everyone makes
representations, but I am purely stating
that it is wrong for people in groups, or
individually, to interfere with the liveli-
hood and property of other people. I think
everybody would agree that the Prime Min-
ister has taken a good point in announcing
his intention to bring down legislation to
curh destructive protests.

Mr. Jamieson: The right to protest must
be protected.

Mr. RUSHTON: I agree.

Mr. Jamieson: Yes; be very careful when
you limit the right to protest.

Mr. RUSHTON; There is no intention to
limit protests; we agree that a person
should be able to protest in a decent and
orderly manner as long as he does not
interfere with other people.

Mr. Davies: Laws already exist that
provide protection for the public.

Mr. RUSHTON; The member for Victoria
Park can have all sorts of suggestive
thoughts. I am suggesting that the Prime
Minister and his Government are doing
something to get rid of the fear resulting
from unrest and disturbance and to give
the necessary protection.

Mr. Jamieson: I am always sorry for
anyone who is brainwashed, whether he
Is & communist or a Liberal.

Mr. RUSHTON: I will now refer to an
issue raised by the member for Cockburn.
He had a disagreement with the member
for Bunbury and the member for Floreat,
but ended up on a very good note. I
think the member for Cockburn had =
worth-while point. He commenced hy
doubting the sincerity of members on this
side of the House. It is not like him to
make such suggestions, but the manner
in which he finished his speech showed
that he had glven some thought to the
matter.

I think it would be generally agreed
that the agitation at the moment s to do
away with arbitration and replace it with
collective bargaining. This ecould well come
in time with responsibility and it may be
in line with the comments made by the
member for Cockburn. However, as a first
principle we must make further progress in
the employer-employee relationship.

Under the American system, I under-
stand that the labour unions are not in-
volved in the political scene but they use
powers of bargaining. As I say, perhaps
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in time this could well be introduced into
our system. It might be a tremendous step
forward in the progress of Australia if we
cowld aholish the Australian Labor Party
and replace it by a party known as, say,
the socialist party. However, if the mem-
bers of that party did not like that name
they could choose another and call it, say,
the Hawke party. The eflect could be that
we would have two parties as the member
for Cockburn suggested.

Mr., Gayfer: I do not know that I agree
with this fwo party business.

Mr. RUSHTON: 1 think that, in Ger-
many for exampie, there are more parties
than the Christian Democrats and the
Socialists. I believe there are numbers of
others.

Mr. Brady: I will say there are.
Mr. Gayfer: Give us a go.

Mr. RUSHTON: I am not disputing the
right of the honourable member's party to
have a go. I think we would make a lot
more progress if we could rid ourselves of
industrial unions making political policies.
In this way, it would be a clear political
scene where the people knew where they
were going and with the directions com-
ing from the elected people,

Mr, Jamieson; I suppose the honourable
member would go completely away from
the Chamber of Manufactures and the
Employers Federation.

Mr. RUSHTON: Those organisations do
not direct us.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson:
they direct us,

Mr. Jamijeson: The honourable memher
would find out afterwards.

Mr. Taylor: They direct industry in
Kwinana!

Mr. RUSHTON: As I have said, I think
there is merlt In some of what the mem-
ber for Cockburn had to say when he
spoke to the motion,

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I have seen g

%Inatl;lnr member dance to the tune at Trades
all,

Mr. RUSHTON: Until we see instances
of unions taking a positive, responsihle
atfitude towards fheir employers and the
resultant co-operation and sharing of
ideas, I cannot see that collective bargain-
ing will be very successful. The inter-
change I have mentioned would mean
tremendous progress with mutual rewards.

Mr. Bertram: Where does collective bar-
gaining oceur?

Mr. RUSHTON: I think it exists In
America. The member for Cockburn has
suggested that we should look at this idea
closely. We should not be influenced by
politics but should sincerely consider it
from a human standpoint.

In no way do
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Mr. Taylor: Is the honourable member
addressing the member for Floreat and
the member for Bunbury?

Mr. RUSHTON,; I regret the member for
Cockburn was out of the Chamber earlier,
but lfs commended him for his final re-
marks,

Mr. Taylor: Thanks.

Mr. RUSHTON: 1 did not commend him
for his initia! remarks, but his final re-
marks were appropriate.

Mr. Jamieson: They were a quotation
from the member for Bunbury.

Mr. RUSHTON: Let me finish on this
subject by saying that I belleve he sin-
cerely suggested that we should try to get
away from anarchy and distrust. Certainly
no-one-—employer, employee, or country
allke—gains in this situation.

Mr. Jamleson: Where is the anarchy?

Mr. RUSHTON: A responsible attitude
must be taken and it is not being taken
at present by the A.C.T.U. The industrial
executives must get away from the existing
disharmony, take a responsible attitude,
and share the productive cake. If there is
no production, nothing can be shared.

Mr. Davies: Has the honourable mem-
ber heard of cross and double-cross?

Mr. RUSHTON: I believe that the em-
ployee should have some say in what
goes on so far as major issues are con-
cerned. We should bhegin with a secret
ballot. If that does not succeed, we
should move on to the next stage, as the
member for Bunbury suggested.

Mr. Davies: If that does not suceceed,
shoot them!

Mr. RUSHTON: There is a tremendous
number of responsible people in unions and
I think it would be found that they would
go along with this suggestion.

Mr. Davies: Do all those responsible
ge?g;e stay home when union meetings are
e

Mr. RUSHTON: I now wish to refer to
the subject of conservation, which |is
widely discussed by many people. It is,
in ltself, & deeply involved subject.
Earlier this vyear the Government
announced its intention to set up a con-
servation ministry. I am sure that all of
us welcemed that suggestion. However,
any member who has given thought to the
subject will realise that it is not possible
to come up with quick and immediate
answers. I believe that a start will
be made with the establishment of the
minisiry and, from that point, a policy
will be evolved and directives issued to
make it effective. A great deal of co-
ordination will be necessary. I am sure
the new ministry will be accepted in the
spirit in which it is intended and we will
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see positive steps taken towards protect-
ing the environment and our heritage for
the future. Of course, common sense will
have to be used.

I am extremely heartened by the visits
I have undertaken to various conservation
associations in my electorate. They all
take a responsible attitude and show
willingness to look at all issues invalved.
Greater understanding of the issues will
bring far more harmony and progress.

I thank the Minister for Fisheries and
Fauna for the comprehensive answer he
gave to the question I asked today. I had
undertaken some research and I felt I
knew what was happening, but it i8 a
great benefit to have the answer In this
form, because it shows what steps have
been taken over the lifetime of this Gov-
ernment and even before. The ministry
for conservation, when it is established,
will be responsible for co-ordinating many
of the efforts that are being made.

I shall now address myself to the im-
pertant subject of education. Many mem-
bers had the privilege of attending the
address given by Sir Ronald Gould on the
occasion of his recent visit to Perth. I
am sure that everyone who attended was
glad that he had not missed the address.

Mr. Daviles: He was a good orator, but
he had nothing new to say.

Mr. RUSHTON: He had a tremendous
message; namely, “Let us take a respon-
sible attitude. Let us look the facts in
the face.” He related education to the
economy and pointed out that countries
which do not have a sound economy can-
not have an education system, because
they cannot afford it.

Mr. Davies: That is nothing new.

Mr. RUSHTON: But It 15 something
many people have not realised or accepted.
People have believed that it is possible to
spend money which one has not got.

Mr. Davies: He was the Billy Graham of
the education fleld.

Mr. RUSHTON: 1 am sorry, but I can-
not hear the interjection.

Mr. Davies: I thought he was the Billy
Gragham of the education field.

Mr. RUSHTON: I think he proclaimed,
as part of his message, that his political
inclinations were different from those of
us on this side of the House. However,
he has been deeply associated with educa-
tion and believes it should be run on
sound lines. In addition, he encouraged
teachers to have confldence in themselves
and to act in a professionsl way. This is
excellent adviece and I believe it is the
way it must be. In addition, his address
was entertaining, and I do not think any-
one would disagree with that statement.
I want to add that I consider the Min-
ister for Education acquitted himself very
creditably in the few words he had to say
at the end.
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Mr. Brady: Hear, hear!

Mr. RUSHTON: This would be some-
thing which many of us would face up to
with a certain amount of fear and trepida-
tion, because to speak after such a gentle-
man as Sir Ronald Gould would be quite
an undertaking. Nevertheless, the Minis-
1;erll for Education held his ground very
well.

As the member for Swan mentioned
many members received letters on educa-
tion in recent times. I must say that
I was extremely surprised when I received
none from my own electorate. I do not
know what that reflects.

Mr. Davies: You are too well known in
ihe aresa.

Mr. RUSHTON: Perhaps my ideas on
education are known and accepted. How-
ever, it was a strange experience not to
receive these letters. I had resolved to
answer the letters I received from my own
electorate, hut as none arrived I had none
to answer. Perhaps it was a slip or perhaps
the people concerned agree with the stand
T have taken.

I know, however, that a tremendous
number of letters were recelved by many
members. To some extent the repetition
in the letters was shown up; of course,
they were directed towards the Common-
wealth's providing a greater amount so far
as funds for education are concerned.

I am surprised that further letters have
not been received following the Budget
speech. It was announced that a further
$69,000,000 will be allocated for education.
However, I suppose that in time we will
receive some indication of how adequate
the union feels this increase is.

Members will recall that some time ago
a notice appeared in the paper about a
shortage of 1,000 classrooms in Western
Australia. This notice attracted my at-
tention. I know that the schools in my
electorate, approximately 20 in number,
are well provided for and I wondered
where the shortage existed. Consequently,
I wrote to the union and received an
extremely courteous and prompt reply with
an analysis of schools which were short
of classrooms. It must be remembered that
the survey was taken in December, 1069,
which would be one of the worst possible
times so far as school builldings were
concerned, because it was just before the
completion of the year's programme of new
buildings.

The SPEAKER.:. The honoursble mem-
ber has five more minutes.

Mr. Jamieson: That is tco long!

Mr. RUSHTON: In the information I
received, it is interesting to note that of
the total of 1,000 classrooms which were
stated as the shortage, over 500 were said
to be needed to help reduce classes to what
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was considered a desirable size. In addi-
tion, 354 of the remaining 484 had, in
fact, been built for classrooms. The re-
maining 130 were libraries and other odd
buildings. Consequently, the advertised
figsure of 1,000 classrooms short did not
show an accurate picture.

It is an interesting exercise to have
a look at this picture and analyse the
facts. I hope that in future the union
will send us full details of its charges
of neglect. I would certainly help the
union in its endeavours if it could give
me evidence to suppori its claims.

I would like to close by speaking about
the rapid transport service to Armadale.
I suggest that in this service we could in-
troduce a flat fare charge for the whole
of the metropolitan area, which would
give recognition to those people who live
in outlying areas. If we do not do that,
people who buy land in outlying areas will
pay more than those who live in the inner
areas and be discouraged from decentralis-
ing. This is a matter which should be
given immediate attention. It would be a
positive step to do something for all those
people who have moved into the outer
areas. We would bring greater patronage
to the trains and it would be worth while.

I would like to congratulate the Govern-
ment on its continued progress ahd cour-
age in facing up to the various problems
as they arise. I certainly wish the Gov-
ernment well in the ensuing year.

MR. BURKE (Perth) (513 p.m.]: In
congratulating the member for Albany on
his recent election, I have no hesitation
in predicting that he will long serve the
people of Albany, and I am certain that
the late Jack Hall would have been justly
proud of the performance of the member
for Albany last evening,

I recently addressed a question to the
Minister for Lands in regard to the con-
troversy surrounding Dr. Beard and his
appointment to, and resignation from,
the position of Director of King's Park.
The Minister’'s reply stated that the Gov-
ernment had obtained a report prepared by
Dr. W. 5, Stewart, and the recommenda-
tions of the King’s Park Board had been
hased on that report, which suggested
that as an ultimate objective the State
Herbarium and the curator should be
located at the botanic gardens,

Dr. Beard was appointed about 1960.
On reading the annual report of the De-
partment of Agriculture for 1965, I was
interested to note the following:—

On July 27th, 1964, a meeting of
the Herbarium Board was called to
discuss the activities of the Herbarium
and in particular the question of staff
in relation to the very greatly in-
creased work of the Branch caused
in part by the recent establishment of
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the Botanic Garden in King's Park.
This was the first meeting of the
Board for more than thirty years.

The fact of the matter is that Dr. Beard
—and I congratulate the Government on
the selection and appointment of that
gentleman—took his task to heart and it
became apparent to all those engaged in
botany and related activities that Dr.
Beard was & man with a purpose and a
capacity to fulfil the purpose. It was
quite apparent to all of us that he was
dedicated, and we only have to look at
King’s Park to see what he has done. The
value of his work to Western Australia,
to the economy of the State, and in the
provision of recreation facilities which
will benefit the health of the community,
is inestimable. I have heard nothing but
praise of this man's work and I cannot
understand why the Government has taken
such a casual attitude in allowing him to
slip through its fingers.

In an endeavour to ascertain the reason
for the Government’'s ultimate decision
to keep the herbarium separate from the
botanic gardens, I, and other members,
asked questions of the Minister. In his
answers the Minister indiecated that the
decision had been made on the basis of
a recommendation or sugegestion of the
Director of Eew Gardens, Bir George
Taylor. It is interesting to note that he
was earlier referred to as the Curator of
EKew Gardens, which I should think Sir
George would consider to be an insult, It
was not until Tuesday last that it became
apparent that the Government was aware
that Sir George Taylor is very highly
qualified and is, in fact, the Director of
Kew Gardens.

There is & reference to Sir George
Taylor in the annual report for 1965 of
the Department of Agriculture. At page
26 the report states—

An important visitor was Sir George
Taylor, Director of the Royal Botanic
Gardens at EKew, England, who was
passing through Australia on his way
to Lae, New QGuinea to open the
Herbarium Building.

In reply to a question on Tuesday last
the Minister sald—

8ir George was inspecting various
Australian herbariums prior to offi-
cially opening one in Lae, New Guinea,

The Minister went on to say that Sir
George arrived here on the 21st March,
1965, and left on the 23rd March, 1965.
The Minister said that Sir George had
discussions with the Premier and that he
saw the Director of Agriculture and de-
partmental officers. The Minister was
unaware as to who else he saw. As far
&8 the Minister was aware, no written
submission in regard to the herbarium or
its future had been submitted by Sir
George.

[ABBEMBLY.]

I cuggest that the Director of Kew
Gardens was hardly here long enough to
make any suggestions to the Government.
The 21st March was a Sunday; therefore
Sir George was here on the Monday and
he probably left on the Tuesday morning.
There was scarcely time to have reasonable
discussion on a subject of such moment,
let alone to make recommendations.

Mr, Bovell: Sir George had discussions
with the Premier.

Mr. BURKE: The Minister can make a
speech for himself, if he wishes. The fact
of the matter is that the Government was
scraping around for a reason for the
shabby manner in which it treated Dr.
Beard, and it came up with this.

Mr. Davies: It is a rickeity old peg to
hang your hat on, isn't it?

Mr, BURKE: I am afrald so.

Mr. Bovell: If 1t had not been for this
Government we would not have had the
services of Dr. Beard at all.

Mr. BURKE: If it had not been for
this Government we would still have the
services of Dr. Beard today.

Mr. Bovell: Let me say that so iar as
the park is concerned the late Arthur
Farrell was indeed a great benefactor.
His practical work there is a memorial to
him, and Dr. Beard cannot take all the
credit for what has been done in King's
Park., The late Arthur Farrell did the
practical work.

Mr. BURKE: It is interesting to note
the contrlbution that this man meade, and
I do not deny it coincides with the direct-
orship of Dr. Beard. It Is also interesting
to refer to the 1967 annual report of the
Department of Agriculture, The work of
Dr. Beard was apparent to the department,
and It recognised it, because at page 29
of the report we find—

A large number of duplicates of
early Western Australian collections
were recelved from the Royal Botanic
Gardens at Edinburgh through the co-
operation of Dr. J. S. Beard, of King's
Park and Botanic Garden. These
have now been fully Iincorporated.
Some 2,330 specles have been distri-
buted to the 15 District Herbarla
located at District Offices of the De-
partment of Agriculture.

Mr, Davies: I thought we were golng to
have only one.

Mr. BURKE: The Minister {old me in
answer to a question that the reason for
the Government's decision not to provide
facilitles for a herbarlum in King's Park
—as recommended by Sir George Taylor—
was thaet it did not want duplication. ‘This
is difficult to follow in the light of the
reference of the Department of Agriculture
to 15 district herbaria.
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. It is interesting to note, particularly in
view of the fact that we have been pro-
mised a ministry of conservation, that in
1965 Dr. Beard put forward a proposal to
the King's Park Board for a botanical
survey, and the president of the board
undertook to bring the matter to the
notice of the Minister. In 1966, those
proposals, estimated to cost $30,000, were
presented to the Premler. It is now late
1970 and we are stlll walting for a
minjstry of conservation. If Dr. Beard
had been allowed to go ahead with this
work it would have been invaluable to any
minister for conservation. It would not
only have assisted the minister for con-
servation, but also it would have been of
assistance to our mining industry: because
there i1s no doubt in my mind that many
delays would have been overcome if we
had known exactly what we had and
where it was.

One of Dr. Beard's problems was that
every year he put forward proposals for a
vegetation survey of the State, and facili-
ties were provided as they should have
been. This vear, he put forward further
proposals and they were knocked back
for no apparent reason. Dr. Beard
had already mapped over half the State;
and it is his inftention to continue with
his mapping and, if necessary, he will
provide the funds himself. This is in the
interest of the State. Vegetation mapping
is an invaluable contribution in that it
provides the basic Information for the
setting up of a system of natlonal parks
and reserves. As I said, he has already
mapped over half the State, and he gave
an address to the International Botanical
Congress in Seattle in 1969, following
which requests for information and results
of his research were received from all over
the world. There is international scientific
interest in Western Australia.

Dr. Beard is producing two series of
maps, one of 16 miles to the inch and the
other of four miles to the inch. The Gov-
ernment refused to print the maps,
although the total cost would have
amounted to $10,000, of which $5,000 was
required immediately, and an awful lot
of that would have been recouped by the
sale of the maps. The fact of the mattier
is that this man has provided us with the
only completely successful garden of Aus-
tralian plants of significant size ever
undertaken or established in this country,
yvet his treatment by the Government has
been shabby, to say the least.

Members of the Executive are, in my
opinion, guilty of under estimating the
real worth of this man and the real con-
tribution he has made. I think this is borne
out by an earlier reference I made to the
fact that the Herbarium Board was
prompted to meet for the first time in 30
yvears In 1964, and by other incidents of
which I have no doubt the Minister and
probably the Premier are aware. The only
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reasons I can see for the treatment meted
out to Dr. Beard are the petty bureaucracy
and jealousy indulged in amongst Govern-
ment organisations—either directly or
indirectly—and a total misunderstanding
of the very valuable contribution he has
made.

Although the remsons for Dr. Beard's
resignation may appear a little strange to
the layman, or hard to understand, they
are probably best explained in a state-
ment he made to the Press on his retire-
ment, in which he made it clear that his
position was untenable from a purely
scientific point of view. In the statement
he sald—

The primary function of the Her-
barium is taxonomic research. Ex-
tension work based on this consists
in the naming of large numbers of
plant specimens for the general pub-
lic, other departments and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Work of direct
value to the Department of Agricul-
ture forms a relatively small part of
its functions.

Further down he goes on 0 say—

The Herbarium botanists need to
make use of horticuttural facilities,
to grow specimens of plants under
study, and the gardens staff need con-
stant reference to the Herbarium for
plant names. The enforced separa-
tion of the two institutions in Western
Australla has had s crippling effect
on progress in botanical science. Under
separation, there can be cooperation
between individuals but not & c¢o-
ordinated programme,

Whoever the Government appoints to the
directorship—and I have a question on
the notice paper for Tuesday as to whether
there are any applications—will, if he is
worth his salt, secure the co-ordination of
the herbarium in the botanical gardens.

Mr. Bovell; It might be a little early to
obtain that information.

Mr. BURKE: The applications close on
the 31st, and Tuesday is the 1st.

Mr. Bovell: You cannot expect the in-
formation on the ist. The King’s Park
Board called for applications, and it will
want to review them.

Mr. BURKE: As I said, whoever the
Government appoints to this position will,
if he is worth his salt, secure co-ordina-
tion in the Interests of Western Australia,
or else he will leave. As I have suggested,
Dr. Beard had the interests of Western
Australin at heart. He could have sat
back and rested on his laurels for what
he had already done, and no-one would
have complained. He could have sat back
and done nothing; but that is not the
man I am talking about. In fact, on his
retirement, he was gquoted In the Press
a5 proposing a new Instrumentality to
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facilitate the proper co-ordination of
botanical research. Again I quote from
the same Press statement—

In order to remedy the zituation
that has arisen it is my suggestion
that the State Government proceed to
set up a new instrumentality to be
called “The Western Australian
Botanle Garden and Herbarium”.

This would absorb the functions and
staff of the King’s Park Board and
the W.A. Herbarium and be set up
under a special Act of Parlla-
ment similar to that governing the
W.A. Museum. The Act would provide
for appointment of a governing Board
of Trustees to the number of about
8 which could wusefully Include
nominees of certain expert bodies (I
stress expert) such as the Western
Australian Wildlife Authority and the
Horticultural Council, also of the
Perth City Council and of the Depart-
ments of Education and Agriculture,

The Board could usefully be made
responsible to the Minister for Con-
servation. That part of King's Park
outside the Botanic Gardens would be
administered by the Board.

He goes on to say—

Staff of the W.A. Herbarium are
state public servants but could be
seconded to the new Board of Trustees
for the remainder of their service.

If the Government were as interested as
Dr. Beard is in the botanical future of
Western Australis I think it would consider
his proposals more seriously. It is quite
apparent that Dr. Beard was dedlcated to
the task in hand and that he had the
interests of Western Australia at heart;
and there is no doubt that his departure
from this State is a tragic loss. It is also
evident that if the Government had had a
little more faith in his suggestion, the task
that lies ahead of the proposed ministry
of conservation would have been greatly
facilitated.

I would now like to speak on a subject
that has recently been brought home to
me in no uncertain terms. This is the
gquestion of homes for needy and destitute
persons. We are led to belleve that we
gre living in an affuent society—although
I am not particularly aware of this—but
no-one would deny that within our society
there are people who need assistance, and
there are three voluntary organisations
that I know of; namely, Camillus House in
East Perth, St. Bartholomew's in East
Perth, and the Salvation Army, which, to
the best of their ability, render this
assistance.

All of these organisations perform excel-
lent work for the needy, but I would
particularly like to refer to the one in
East Perth which is conducted by the Rev.
Hodge, and which js known as St. Bar-
tholomew’s. The figures he has supplied
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to me give some Indication of the work
which has been done. In 1967-68 this
organisation provided 13,994 beds for thosg
who were in need of them; 13,014 In 1968-
69, and 12,422 in 1969-70. The reason for
the decline in the figures during 19859-70
is because it was discovered that the
organisation could, by reducing the num-
ber of beds, cope with the situation more
adequately and provide g hetter rehabilita-
tion service for the men it was assisting.

In addition this organisation has pro-
vided an average of 600 casual meals free
of charge every month. During 1969-70
the income of the organisation, mainly
obtained from voluntary contributions
and from charity, was $17,334, and the ex-
penditure amounted to $19,715. The State
Government's contribution per annum is
$500. This represents 29¢ per man per
week, which is only a fraction of the cost
of $11.15 per man per week.

It is redundant for me to say that the
sum provided by the State Government is
indeed miserly. I want to encourage the
Government to increase its contribution to
this body because I think it is warranted,
In justification of such an increase I would
point out that organisations such as St.
Bartholomew’s save the Government a
great deal of money. One of the
conditions laid down by this organisation
is that every person assisted by it must
join a hospital benefit fund, Generally the
people who are assisted join such a fund
for six months or so and if they suffer any
illness or are hospitalised during this
period at least the greater portion of the
expenses are paid by the fund,

Because of the lives they are forced to
lead, the people who are assisted by 8t.
Bartholomew’s are often broken in health
and many of them require regular medical
attention and hospitalisation. Due to this
condition imposed by St. Bartholomew's,
the Government, despite the fact that it is
contributing only $500 a year, must be
saving thousands of dollars annuslly by
not having to provide medical services and
hospitalisation for these people.

Quite frequently the Rev, Hodge attends
the local court to seek out derelicts and
those people who get into trouble. The
Police Department and other organisations
are well aware of the action taken by the
Rev. Hodege in giving refuge to those men
who would otherwise be confined to prison,
or placed in some Government institution.
The Rev. Hodge provides these people with
board and lodging and thus enables the
Government to eflect a saving of at least
$30 per man per week, which cost alone
would be greatly in excess of the $500 a
s'eart that is contributed by the Govern-
ment,

What is more important, these charit-
able organisations have had a good deal
of success in reforming the people they
assist and have reformed men regarded by
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soclety as habitual criminals. Here again,
I consider that the work of rehabilitation
berformed by these organisations must
also save the Government s good deal of
money; much more than the $500 contri-
buted by it. As I have sald, this sum
represents only 298¢ per man per week.
It is absolutely farcical, and I cannot
understand it.

Therefore I appeal to the Premier and
the Government to give men such as the
Rev. Hodge, and those conducting similar
charitable organisations, a litle more
recognition for the excellent work they
are doing for those people who are in
need. They do not seek recognition In the
form of accolades, titles, or pratse. They
are seeking money not for themselves but
for the people they are dedicated to help.
Ag I have said, they have already saved
the Government and the people of Western
Australia large sums of money. In fact,
it would not hurt the Government {o in-
crease Its subsidies to organisations such
as St. Bartholomew’s not by hundreds of
dollars, but by thousands of dollars, he-
cause such expendifure would, in no un-
certain terms, reap dividends in the way
I have suggested.

I seem to be unable to rise to my feet
in this House without making some
reference to housing. I now wish to speak
of the tendency of the State HMHousing
Commission to bulld multi-storle@ flats
and high density accommodation. This
tendency greatly concerns me, and the
faet that the motive behind the buillding
of this sort of accommodation is one of
pure political expediency msakes me all the
more concerned. I now wish to quote an
article which appeared in The West Aus-
tralian on the 9th May, 1970, follow-
ing a survey taken in the United Kingdom.
It relates to the effects of high density liv-
ing on the health of people. An extract
from this article reads as follows:—

A British survey of long-term fiat
dwellers has shown that high-density
Hving is slowly producing a state
called “flat neurosis™.

Symptoms are similar to those
brought about by the stresses, frustra-
tions and isolation of modern life.

Young women tend to experience
tiredness and irritability, older women
insomnija, general discomfort and
vague fears. And these psychological
pressures, continued over a long-
enough perlod, could eventually pro-
duce siens of physical illness,

I think this is & very real problem and we
have to take it serlously. Merely because
of pure political expediency, I do not think
any Government has the right to cram
men, women, and children into two-bed-
roomed and three-bedroomed flats and pile
these flats one on top of the other in the
form of high density accommodation. By
providing such dwellings the children are
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glven scant space In which to play and
move around, and every family is subject
to an invasion of its privacy to a high
degree which, In the ultimate, can only
lead io trouble.

The effects of forcing people to live In
such conditions will not be felt now but
in 10 years' time. Australia has been re-
garded for many years as a country of
athletes and extremely keen sportsmen. If
we continue with this high density living
we will turn our nation into a people of
drones, because we are forcing children to
live in rooms measuring 9 feet by 9 feet
day In and day out. Members can well
imagine what their physical condition will
be in 20 years’ time; and the present Gov-
ernment, which is forcing such conditions
upon people who are required to live in
high density accommodation, will have to
bear the responsibility for the gadverse
effects that will follow.

This is a very real problem; it is one, I
submit, that cannot be justified on the
grounds on which the Government 1s at-
tempting to justify it. The report to which
I have referred continues with the refer-
ence to children as follows:—

But what do they offer the family—
particularly the children who, psycho-
glsts clalm, need their mud ples, their
water play, their exploration, their
yelling and screaming for release of
tenslon, social and creative develop-
ment. And what steps are being taken
to make the baslc design concept a
reality?

With your indulgence, Mr. Speaker, I
would like to read the rest of this article
because it tles the whole thing up. It
states—

While high-density development may
be the only economical, practieal hous-
ing, the evidence from both the United
States and Australis shows that the
human consequences are far from de-
sirable,

“We are trapped, caught up in this
cycle of our own making.”

This is something which the Government
has created and is the situation which
has obtained as a result of the Govern-
ment's inaction over 10 years. The Gov-
ernment has done nothing for 10 years.
A pattern was set in 1959 when a Labor
Government was in office and 4,500 homes
were bujlt—I repeat that homes were bulilt
and not high denslty units. The Minister
for Housing does not use the word
house; indeed I am inclined to call him
the Minister for units.

Mr. Cash: These were urgently needed.

Mr. BURKE: I presume the honourable
member has made his speech. The article
contintes—

“The problem is that in our kind
of saciety we do not attempt to assess
the consequences before we implement
something.
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“It is only afterwards that we iry
to heal the problems that arise.”

The SPEAKER: Before you go any
further. You have read & newspaper
report of what is supposed to be an official
report. I trust you have verifled that it
is a correct and factual account of the
official report. That is your responsibility.

Point of Order

Mr. TONKIN: On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker, I would like to get some clarifi-
cation on this point, because I have always
been In some doubt about it. Is there
a Standing Order that covers this?

The SPEAKER: No. I{ is implied in the
Standing Orders of the House on the rules
of debate which have come down to us
and which are incorporated in Standing
Order 1. It has been the practice of all
Parllaments that speeches musié be made
and not read. That has been the standard.
It also requires a member when he states
he is reading from a report to verify that
it is a correct report from which he is in
fact reading. I would not object if the
honourable member had the actual re-
port, but I understand he is reading from
8 newspaper an account of what is sup-
posed to be & report.

Debate fon motion) Resumed

Mr. BURKE: Following this article in
the newspaper I asked the Minister for
Housing some questions with reference to
the Government's policy because I felt
it should be highlighted. 1 wanted €o
know whether any study had been under-
taken of the problems to which the news-
paper report made reference. I also
wanted to know what qualifications the
selection officers had in connection with
high density accommodation.

The replies I secured seemed te indicate
to me at least that both the Minister for
Housing and the Minister for Health—to
whom the questions were addressed—have
little or no interest in the potential pro-
blems that could arise and which were
foreshadowed in this newspaper report.

I am quick to mention that I was not
reflecting on any member of the Housing
Commission. I am well acquainted with
certain of the Housing Commission’s selec-
tion officers and I know that people like
Mrs. Pullen are outstanding in their field
of work., I felt, however, that when we
have predicted problems of the iype re-
ferred to in the newspaper article to which
I have referred, we should be locking for
professional selection officers. The fact
of the matter is that there is no properly
qualified person in the State Housing Com-
mission to carry out this selection work,
and this is causing trouble.

I am quite sure that the selection process
for high densily living is only secondary
in the mind of the Government; it is only
a means to keep the numbers down for
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political expediency. The Government
cannot have any particular interest in
the welfare of the people if it plonks them
into these flats.

Mr. Cash; That i{s a lot of nonsense.

Mr. BURKE: What worries me greatly
is that in more recent times a survey was
taken in Western Australia of people living
in flats, and it might be interesting if I
quoted the relevant portion. The story,
which appeared in the Daily News of the
17th July, 1970, under the heading "“Bitter-
ness over ‘cell-block’ lving,” referred to
the State Housing Commission flats. These
were referred to by a senior lecturer in
architecture at the University of Western
Australia as inhuman cell blocks. Right
through the article mention is made of
the attitude of the people living in these
flats. One such reference is as follows:—

“Leave? Of course I'd leave if I
could,” said Mrs D. A, Cheshire who
lives at the Hunt Place flats, Balga.

“For a start there is almost nowhere
for the children to play,” she said.
“They are not supposed to play on
the stairs, on the paths, or on the
grounds because the grass is supposed
to be growing.”
As I have said, right through the article
there 1s reference to discontent and
annoyance by the people concerned over
the fact that they have bheen forced to
accept accommodation such as that refer-
red to in the article.

It is also interesting to note—and 1
might need eclarification on this, though 1
have seen such letters—that letters are
sent out to people who apply for high
density accommodation, and I think it Is
the last sentence which Indicates that if
they do not reply within seven days it
will be assumed that they do not re-
quire the accommodation. This is flat
accommodation; the people are not told
that they have an option and that if they
wish to forgo their allocation of high
density accommodation and wait their
turn, they might be allocated elther a ter-
race house or a8 slngle unit.

Sir David Brand: Who built Wandana
flats?

Mr. BURKE: There are no three-bed-
room flats in Graham flats.

Sir David Brand: What about Wandana?

Mr. BURKE: There are none at Wan-
dana either.

Mr. Cash: Who built Wandana?

8ir David Brand: The flats constitute
high density living.

Mr Cash: Tell us about Wandana flats
while you are thinking about it.

Sir David Brand: He has lost his place.

Mr. Davies: They did a splendid job for
a particular purpose. You opposed them;
very much so,
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Sir David Brand: We were just asking;
you might answer the question. Get up
and tell us when you have the opportunity.

Mr. BUREKE: It is interesting to note
that the Premler is reacting to my com-
ments on flats and flat dwellers. He Is as
well aware of the problem as I am.

Sir Pavid Brand: I am not et all inter-
ested in what you think.

Mr. BURKE: I know the Premier is not
interested, but he will not be here because
of the problems that will be caused as &
result of his policy.

Sir David Brand: That is what you
think.

Mr. BURKE: Another article appeared
in the Daily Netws of the 16th July, 1970,
under the heading “SHC flat-dwellers
would move.”

Mr. Cash: Who wrote the article?

Mr. BURKE: The article reads in part—

Most families living in State Hous-
ing Commission flats would move to-
morrow—Iif they could afford anything
better.

This was one of the main findings
in a survey conducted recently by
fourth year architecture students at
the W.A, University.

Sir David Brand: That has always been
the case.

Mr. BUREE: Major eomplaints from 80
per cent. of Perth State Housing Commis-
sion flat dwellers interviewed included—

1. Lack of playing space and ameni-
ties for children.

2. Noise from other fiats.
3. No ground to call one’s own.

I am sure no member in this House would
bring up a family without a yard in which
his children could play; a yard which he
could call his own.

Mr. Cash: Not one word about the
quality of the flatst

Mr. BURKE: We heard all about the
quality of the buildings in the last session.
We were told by the member for Balcatta
that the ceilings were falling In! I visit
these flats regularly, and I am aware of the
standard of the bulldings.

In my submission, flat-dwelling is of no
benefit to the people. It is creating prob-
lems now, and in the long term the prob-
lems will become greater. I submit that the
reason this State is turning to the con-
struction of flats is one of political expedi-
ency. This Government has not done very
much agbout the housing position in the
last 10 years, and it does not intend to do
anything to provide houses in competition
with the private contractors who, at the
present time, are experiencing hardship in
trying to sell houses at flgures greatly in
excess of what the people can and shouid
pay.
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In respect of flat-dwelling I asked the
following question of the Minister for
Housing on the 18th August:—

How many separate blocks of State
Housing Commission flats are proposed
for the area bounded by Balga Avenue,
Redcliffe Avenue, Beach Road, and
Mirrabooka Avenue?

This is an area of & quarter mile in length
and in breadth. I experienced a lot of
difficulty in getting an answer from the
Minister. He sald that eventually a consoli-
dated site plan would be prepared.

Later on in a letter addressed to me the
Minister enclosed a plan which was very
well drawn. It showed about elght blocks
of HAats of varying slzes, but it contained
no reference to the area of each site. In
presenting the plan, the Minister avolded
the question I had asked, because the area
which he referred to was only about half
the size of the area I had referred to.
This plan showed about eight hlecks of
flats, but in the area bounded by the four
streets mentioned in the question at least
12 blocks of flats are being erected. This
will bring about traffic jams.

Mr, Cash: They will not cause trafiic
jams, because the streets in the area have
been designed to eliminate them,

Mr. BURKE: With so much land avail-
able there is absolutely no need for the
Housing Commission to build fiats. The
member for Mirrabooks would not want
to lve in one, nor would he wish his
children to do so, I am sure he would
want a block of land on which to live-——
whether he be renting the house or buying
it. Yet he would deny other people the
same opportunity. I think it is fair to say
that the Government does not really care
about the needs of the people; all it is
concerned with ig to overcome the back-
log at the commission.

Sir David Brand: Don't talk nonsense!

Mr. BURKE; That is the primary con-
cern of the Government. If the Govern-
ment was more eoncerned about the hous-
ing needs of the people, then it would
control landlords who are charging
optimum rents for some places in which
I would not put a pig! Many of them
charge key money and four weeks’ rent
in advance. Some even require tenancy
bonds. Recently the Perpetual Executors
Trustee & Agency Co. announced a record
profit; last year it imposed a fee of $10
on all of its negotiations.

The SPEAKER: The
member has five more minutes.

Mr. BURKE; The final matter I wish
to deal with relates to the land in the
heart of Perth., I was pleased to hear the
Government’s announcement—and I felt
quite satisfled that at least I had helped
in part to bring this about—that the centre
of Perth will be retalned for the people
of Western Australia and for posterity.

honourable
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Sir David PBrand: The QGovernment
played its part.

Mr. BURKE: 1 think I did a ot more
than any member oppasite to preserve this
land for the people. If the Government
had had its way it would have given this
land to half a dozen American investors,
and the land would have been gone for-
ever. That was the Government’s in-
tention. It was only through pressure out-
side Parliament and in Parliament that
the Government changed its plans,

Sir David Brand: Nothing of the sort!

Mr. BUREE: Of the 37 acres of land
involved in this area, after making pro-
vision for roads and bridges, approximately
20 acres will be left. I would like to see
as much of this area as possible left as
public open space. I would like to see
the land developed to include malls, gar-
dens, and a cultural centre. Such develop-
ment would make us proud of our ¢ity.

With the eity centre extending from
the Swan River to Newcastle Street, there
will be sufficient open space in the future
for the increased population, At the
present time we find traffic jams in this
aren at all hours. Little is being done
to overcome this problem. We should be
}ooking for solutions to our traffic prob-
ems.

Very shortly William Street and Bar-
rack Street will become one-way streets.
I would be inclined to reverse the flow
of trafic in Murray Street and in Hay
Street in order to eliminate right-hand
turns, and to encourage the flow of traffic
around the city block on a left-hand
course. This is an idea which could be
examined.

Recently I asked several questions in
respect of noise, but I did not get very
far. I asked one question of the Premier,
and in reply he indicated that legislation,
with & view to conirolling noise, was under
review. On the 21st April 1 asked the
Premier a question to which he replied—

The Government Is seeking further

information regarding legislative
measures taken overseas fo control
noise.

On the opening day of the present ses-
sion I asked a question of the Premier in
relation to legislation to control noise.
The attitude of the Premier was that he
did not consider noise to be 8 real prob-
lem. His answer was—

The Government has given con-
sideration to this maiter but has
not arrived at any solution as to how
the noise problem can be controlled.
I can add nothing more in reply to the
honourable member than to say that
we will continue to research this
problem because when action 1s taken
in respect of the noise difficulty . ..

[ASSEMBLY.]

His reply was somewhat supercilious.

Sir David Brand: It was not supercilious
at all.

Mr. BUREE: The Minister for Police
seems to be conscious of the need to con-
trol noise, because in his reply to a letter
which one of my constituents wrote to
him concerning the control of noise from
motor vehicles he said that he was having
further inquiries meade to see what could
be done to alleviate this growing problem.

On the question of noise I want to re-
fer to a report which appeared in the
leading article of the British Medical
Journal of April, 1970. It states—

In 1958 A. Glorig coined the term
“sociacusis” to draw attention to the
fact that Industrial ecivilization pro-
duces a burden of noise that may ac-
celerate the normal loss of hearing
due to ageing, and it may prove to be
& serious fthreat to hearing. It is
only comparatively recently that the
threat has been recognized as extend-
ing beyond the worker in a noisy in-
dustry to all who live in towns and
cities. Excessive nolse can now he
regarded as comparable to air pol-
lution.

I am inclined to agree with that. On
another aspect of noise the report had
this to say—

Lately several workers have re-
ported that pop and rock music may
be damaging the hearing both of the
people who produce it and of those
who listen to it in clubs, halls, dis-
cothegues, and the like.

F. J. Dey measured auditory fatigue
in a group of young men exposed to
musle at a level of 100 to 110 decibels
for periods of up to half an hour. It
was not considered safe to prolong
the experiment to two hours at 110
decibels, a condition commonly found
in discotheques . . .

There would seem to be enough
evidence to indicate that a warning
should be given to the manufacturers
of amplifying equipment that a level
of 100 decibels should not be exceeded.
Certainly it i1s a sad disability for
people to have their hearing impaired
in youth to the level they might be
resigned to expect at 60.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber’'s time has expired.

Debate adiowrned, on motion by Mr.
Young.

House adjourned at 559 pm.
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